The diolkos, a unique paved way that enabled Greek warships and merchantmen to be
moved overland across the Isthmus of Corinth from sea to sea, is progressively crumbling
into the water at its western end.

First built probably by Periander (625-585 B.c.) (stonework and masons' marks), it is
mentioned by Thucydides in connection with transport of fleets during the Peloponnesian
War as something granted, thus already ancient. After Actium in 31 B.C. Octavian shipped
his warships across the diolkos to pursue Antony and Cleopatra to Asia and then Egypt.
Later, the Diolkos fell into disuse and now has been superseded by the modem Corinth
Canal.

Excavations conducted between 1956 and 1962 by the Greek archaeologist and Ephor of
Argolid and Corinthia, Nikos Verdelis, enables us to trace the course of Diolkos for about one
kilometer on both sides of the Corinth Canal; indeed its course seems to develop in majestic
turns, bringing the estimation of its length to about 8-km. The eastern end of Diolkos,
reported by Strabo to be at Schoenus (modem Kalamaki), has not been found.

The surface of Diolkos, varying in width from about 3,5 to more than 5 meters, bears the
grooves made by the wheels of the trolleys onto which the ships were loaded, mainly at a
gauge of 1.52m. There is a part of the monument where ruts can be seen clearly cut into the
blocks, so Diolkos has been called the world's first railway.

Although being a monument of first-class importance for the history of technology, and for
the Greek achievement generally, the Diolkos has suffered extensive damage due to decades
of neglect. Left at the mercy of the wake of the vessels passing though the Corinth Canal, the
initial part of Diolkos has been heavily eroded. Today, for tens of meters, the front of the
erosion has overpassed the monument completely, leaving it in serious distress up to
downright demolition. The Diolkos deterioration is all the more dramatic since the
monument has never been properly published, hence information is literally "erased". [Only
the German researcher Walter Werner has proceeded to detailed drawings of the Diolkos'
already seriously disturbed vestiges in 1988 and later].

Also in urgent need of care is the pavement of large, squared blocks, mentioned already by H.
N. Fowler in 1932 (Corinth and the Corinthia) in connection with the Diolkos. This sloping
platform, reported by Fowler to extend for a distance of about forty meters, lies today in
shreds. [Fowler also mentions - reporting that his attention was called upon this by Oscar
Broneer - blocks of stone at each side of the road leading to the ferry for Loutraki, as
apparently forming parts of Diolkos. They indeed belong to Diolkos, as modern excavations
have shown. BOTH parts of monument extending away from the road are by now heavily
damaged where they meet with the Corinth Canal). Neglect has had its cost also on the part
of Diolkos excavated on the Attica side of the Canal, on the grounds of the Military
Engineers' School. Here, a double row of stones resting upon the main course of Diolkos and
bearing marks of ropes - a very interesting feature - has also suffered extensive mechanical
damage.

On the Peloponnese side, the initial part of Diolkos that still manages to stand (because the
strip of land between the monument and the Canal was larger at this area) is also
progressively shrinking and seriously endangered, together with the vestiges of an ancient
extension of gravel seemingly lying on the side of the Diolkos.

Actions to save and restore the monument are imperative.



Mélog tov: International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), Europa Nostra/IBI,
European Environmental Bureau (EEB), Mediterranean Information Office for the Environment,
Culture and Sustainable Development (MIO-ECSDE)
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TA AONTIA

Ot avayvdoTeg yn ePNUEPIdAG (G EYOovV Yivel
ayeLdelg pdptupeg pog mpoomdbelog va mepl
owbel 0,1 €xel amopeivel amo yo "AioAko" y¥ng
Awwpoyag KopivBov. O mpmtepydtng g vad
0éong avtg 6. Exmaidevtikog kot Zuyypopeog
K. TMévvng Mmoloagpovtog, pog €0TELE TNV
TOPOKAT® ETIGTOAN, TNV ONOi0l ETIKPOTOVUE
Kot O1HLOCLEVOVLE, MG EXEL:

<< H oanrd 12-10-1999 &yypaen amdvinon tng
Ymovpyod IloMticpov k. EhcaPer Iamalon
npog ™ BovAn tov EAMVov pe xotvomoinon
mpog ,t0 Ymovpyeio EBvumg Apdvog «a!

11 ®OQNI! TTII' KOPIN®IAXZ

Bovievty KopwOiog k. Avaotdon [Momoain
yovpa, Yoo TN ocwtnpioc Tov Apyoiov ALOAKOL
KopivBov, 611 1 apuddio Epopeio tov Ymovp
veiov IloMticpov, €xst amevBovOel otn Aol
Knon g Alodpoyog, ywo TN cOvtaén PELUATO
AOYIKNG UEAETNG, ®OTE vo TPoTobovv pETpa
TPOCTACIOG TOL UVNUEIOV K.A.T. OTOdEKVOETAL
YELOESTUTN, TTPOKANTIKY Kot OpacvToyn.

Kotd tnv emkowvovia 1660 tng epnuepidog "H
OQNH THXE KOPIN®IAX" pe tov dievbdvovta
cvupfovio yng Alowpuyds, K. AnunTpiadrn, 6co
Kol Tov BovAgvt) k. Avaotdon Ilamainyovpa

2 Askepforon) jy/j

AXY2ZTOAO YEYAOX

H TOpomTANpo@OpPNcT VOIGTUREVOV;

v 1-12-1999 pe tov 1810 dievBivovta cvuPov
Ao kol tov [lpdedpo tng Awwpuyoag k. Tlobuna,
dwPefordvovy 0TI, 0VTE £Yyypopa OVTE TPOPO
pikd amevOvVONKe Tpog ™ Atwpuya, 1 Epopeia
Tov Ymovpyeiov IToAtrtiopod, ywoo ™ obdvraén
PELUATOALOYIKNG LEAETNG.

Me éxnAnén doe mpdcobecav, 6Tl o1 ThvTES Yvapl
Covv, 0T N Almpuyd dev SOOETEL EMGTNUOVIKO
TPOCOTIKO Yo TéToleg peréteg. Ot avayvmoTeg
ag Kpivouv tnv cofapotnta Kot TNV vrevdvvo
nta Tov Yrovpyeiov [Toltiopo.

I'évvng Mroragovtag > >



