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THE EXCAVATIONS AT KOUKOUNARIES OF PAROS (1976-1991)

The Ancient Acropolis - Excavations and Finds

The hill is situated on the SW shores ofthe Naoussa Bay. Excavations were carried
out during 1976-1992, under the sponsorship of the Athens Archaeological Society.
The dig brought to light successive layers of occupation from Late Neolithic (5th mill.
B.C.) to Early Archaic (7th c. B.C.) times. In Late Mycenaean times (12th c. B.C.), the
hill was afortified acropolis. A 'Mansion" ofpalatial character was constructed on
the summit ofthe hill (Upper Plateau). The complex was destroyed by fire about
1150 B.C. A thick destruction layers uncovered on thefloors produced evidence of
vases, pithoi, tools, arms, a horse-bitin bronze and artifacts in ivory. The pottery is
typical ofthe LH11IC (mature) style.

A significant settlement prospered on Koukounaries, in Late Geometric times (8th
¢. B.C.). A group ofself-standing houses was built on the Upper Plateau. A large
rectangular building, The Long Hall, was apparently the house of the geometric ruler
of the settlement, which was abandoned peacefully about 700 B.C. The houses were
then transferred to the lower terraces and to the Terrace of the Athena Temple.

In the early 7th c. B.C., the sanctuary was surrounded by houses of the new
settlement, dated in the early Archaic times (ca. 700-650 B.C.), therefore
contemporary with the age ofArchilochos. The Early Archaic settlement is
represented by the Temple of Athena, listed among the earliest in the Aegean (ca.
700 B.C.). A large open space stretching to the East ofit, may have been an early
agora. Next to the sanctuary was the Hall of Gatherings, which was an early
'"Prytaneion’. It was a gathering place where the aristocracy would discuss

community matters. The settlement was abandoned peacefully in the middle of the
7th ¢. B.C.



Demetrius U. Schilardi - ‘Paros Excavations’, Athens 19.11.2013
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Koukounaries is listed among the most significant and most diachronic acropolis sites
in the Aegean. The hillpreserves overlapping layers ofoccupationfrom Late
Neolithic to Early Archaic (5th mill. B.C. to the early 7th c. B.C.).

The excavation, carried out on an annual basis, from 1976 till 1992, under the
sponsorship of the Athens Archaeological Society, hasyielded invaluable evidence
about early Greece in the spanfrom Late Neolithic to Early Archaic times. The
acropolis has produced traces of occupation in Late Neolithic I-11 (5,h - 4lh mill. B.C.:

figs. 2-4) traces ofoccupation and a building ofthe Protocycladic IIperiod (2700-
2300 B.C.: figs. 5-7), remains ofa wealthy Mycenaean “Mansion”, apparently the
center ofpowerfor Mycenaean Paros in IIIC2 (ca. 1190-1150 B.C..figs. 8-53),
evidence ofPost-destruction (IlIC- Late) (figs. 56-57) and Submycenaean (figs. 58-
59), remains of an apsidalprotogeometric building and vases (ca. 900 B.C..figs.
60-62), houses, roads and artifacts ofa Late Geometric settlement (9,h -8lh c.B.C:

figs. 63-64) abandoned about 700 B.C., andfinally, remains ofan early archaic
settlement (700-650 B.C.: fig. 65), which includes among others, a temple and
votives to goddess Athena (ca. 700 B.C.: figs. 66-67), an early agora and an early
‘Prytaneion ' (Hall ofGatherings). The site was abandoned peacefully about 650
B.C., exceptfor the temple ofAthena, which continued to attract worshippers, as a
center ofintensive religious activity until the 3rd c. B.C. (figs. 68)

In spite ofits unique significance in Greek history, Koukounaries had was leftfree

from carefor the last two decades, outside the mainstream oftourist visiting. In 2013
, thanks to the support ofthe A.G. Leventis Foundation, it was possible to
materialize, in collaboration with the Elliniki Etairia, a studyfor the management,
protection and enhancement ofthe archaeological site. A small number ofvasesfrom
Koukounaries are on diplay at the Paros Archaeological Museum. Further, there
are in the storerooms ofthe same museum 1500 wood-boxes containing material

from the same excavation. It is hoped thatfuture work and study ofthat material will
lead to the creation ofthe Koukounaries Museum, a project which was approved
back in 1990 by the Central Archaeological Committee ofthe Greek Ministry of
Culture.



Figure 1 View of Koukounaries from the South









Figure 6 Marble figurine (EC II)

Figure 7 Marble figurine (EC Il)






Figure 10 III C painted krater



Figure 11 III C painted skyphoi

Figure 12 Il C painted skyphos



Figure 14 Il C one - handled cup



Figure 15 Il C one - handled cup

Figure 16 Fragments of lll C painted kylikes



Figure 18 Painted kylix, lekythos









Figure 23 1l C pyxis lid

Figure 24 Il C stirrup jar






Figure 27 I C stirrup jar, shoulder

Figure 28 Ill C stirrup jar, shoulder



Figure 29 Il C bg. kernos

Figure 30 Ill C amphora



Figure 32 Il C tripodic vase



Figure 34 1l Cjars



Figure 35 III C pithos fragment

Figure 36 Il C pithos fragments



Figure 37 Skeletal remain of horses in situ (Ill C)



Figure 38 Il C bronze horse-bit

Figure 39 Bronze spear and arrowheads



Figure 40 Chiesels and raisor blade

Figure 41 ill C bronze axe head



Figure 42 III C buttons, pins, awls and spindle whole

Figure 43 Ill C spindle holes



Figure 45 Il C stone seal and seal impression



Figure 46 III C sea shell, flints and obsidian
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Figure 47 Il C whetstone plate and lead fragment



Figure 48 Il C bronze ladle and tweezers

Figure 49 Ill C object in lead



Figure 50 Il C bone comb pin and awl

Figure 51 Il C terracotta clay horse






Figure 54 1l C ivory fragment from furniture

Figure 55 Ill C ivory fragment from furniture



Figure 56 Post-destruction bg. skyphoi

Figure 57 Post-destruction tripodic chytra in situ



Figure 58 Submycenaean lekythos

Figure 59 Submycenaean lekythos, shoulder






Figure 62 PG krater and cups

Figure 63 LG kantharos



figure 65 Athena Temple, view from West



Figure 67 Early archaic clay stand with representation of deity



Figure 68 Late archaic black-figured kylix



2tov KOAmo ™g Ndovoag, oty Ildpo,
VYOVETOL 0 A0Pog TV Kovkovvaprov,
avTIKPILovVTog KOTARATE TOV A0 KO T1)
0dracca. Me ) cvvete@opad tng National
Geographic Society kol Tng Apyor0hoyiKg
Etapeiog AOnvav or avaokapEg Tov
Anuntpiov XKILAPVTL £QEPAV GTO POS EVAV
apPYaLoA0YIKO YO po-Piprio avayveoong T
Ol POVIKOTITOS TOV EAANVIKOVD TOAMTIGHOV.

Ksiusvo: Mopio AtTpotlidov
dDoToypopicg: David Connelly
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"Eva gvputato gdopo g

wotopiag, apyiCovag amo v
"Yotepn Neolbwn nepiodo,
v 4n yiuetio .X. Kot QTavo-
VTOG MEXPL TNV EAANVIOTIKN
nepiodo, Tov 30 amva 1.X.,
EeTuAIyETOL GTNV OPYALOAOYIKT
0éon t@v Kovkovvapidv, otnv
[Mépo. “H avaokaen (1976-
1991) épepe ot0 PG OKENE-
T0VG avlpOT@V Kol LDV,

7OV SEIYVOLV TOV TPOTIO LE TOV
0mo10 KOTOGTPAPNKE 0L LUKT-
VOiKY akpOTOAN HETE 0o
nolopkia. Tavtdypova ava-
YVOPIGTNKOY OKTO ETAAANAES
1OTOPIKEC PAGELS GTOV 1010

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, IANOYAPIOX 1999



APYOLOAOYIKO YDPO”, VTOGTI-
pilet o KaBnynTg ZKAdpvTL.
O Kovkovvapiég katotkov-
viol i6mg Yo TpdTn Popd TNV
4n yuetnpida 1.X. 1o TpOTO
wod tov 120v mdva n.X., o€
mepiodo peydrwv egelitemv
Kol palikaov TAnfucuiokoy
LLETOKIVI|GEMV, O OIKIGLOG GTIG
Kovkouvvapiéc kataiapfaveto
a6 opdoa Muknvaimv Tpo-
cOUY®V OO TNV NTEPOTIKY
EAMGSo kot kopiog oo
v Iehomoévvnco. Ot Mukn-
Vaiol 0YVPOVOLY TOV AOPO
1e oyKoAiBovg, KuTOoKED-
alovv Kukh@mel Teiyn

H EPEYNA ZYNANTA TO ITAPEAGON

Mvoknvaiké mvakio
og ney£vovvon
(emGve) oo To
OVOKTOPIKA dOnota
NE KOPUATIO KEYPL—
UTOPLov, naApTOLPOUS
™S KPS TNG
oYVPOUEVIS
aKPOTOANGS, AAAG
KOl TN S KOTAGTPO—
N ™e. Kepdam
™™g O AONVag
aTTO TEPUKOTA
(aproteEpd), TOL

Sov amwdvo w.X.
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ME THN YIIOXTHPIEH THX NGS (1979-1980)

2T vOTIO TTAELPAE TOL AO6—
@ov dNUIOVPYNONKE owki—
oG GTNV ETTOYN TOV
mowm T Apytrhéyov (7o0g
awodvog nt.X.). Exei Bpé—
Onke vaoc tTng AONvag

1E TOV 1EPO TOV TTEPifforo
Kol Tov arwoB<tn. O awo-
0£TNng epreiye Eéva peyd—
2o apOnd avednudartov,
Tov giyav pyytei ekel og
SLAPOPES YPOVIKEG OTLY—
nég amwd Tov 80 £mg Tov
30 awwva n.X. 'Eva antd
aUTA £ival Kol TO EL0OA0
™S 'Yotepng Apyaikng
TEPLOSOV, TEAN TOL 60V
arovae w.X. (ETdve) Tov
avTikatortTpilel Opn-—
OKEVTIKES oLV OELEG

KOl TPOTTOUS AOTPELAG

NG ETOYN G-

30

Kt KTilovv 10 moldTL, Eval pie-
YOAO OIKOSOUIKO GUYKPOTILL,
ue Paon tig Wiopopeieg Ko
v KAion Tov Ppayddovg Ao-
eov. «H avaockaen tov ktipiov
ntav xpovoPopa kot eximovn.
[o ) pedét Tov poknvaikay
GTPOUATOV ETPETE VA YIVEL N
EMAOYN TOV KoTGAANA©V Béoe-
OV, £T61 ACTE VO, U1V KATO-
OTPAPOVV LETAYEVEGTEPQ
GTPONOTO KOl KTIGUOTO 0O
GALEG 10TOPLKEG TEPLOSOVEY,
duyeitan o ko, Zkikdpvrt. Ho-
pOAN TN SuGKOALD TNG EPEV-
VoG, ot KOTol TG opddog Tmv
ApYOLOAOY®V avTapEipOnKay.
Méoo oTo dMOTO TOV HVKT)-
vaikoy ktipiov Ppébnkav gvpr-
Hoto, OTMG KePakd doyeia,
ayyeia Loypapiopéva, Omha
KoL EpYOAElR OO YOAKO, GKEVT
KOl KOGUALATO, CUIAEG KoL [o-
yoiplo Kon avTikeipeva amd ee-
@OVTOO0VTO, TOV UOPTLPOHY
TNV OKLT Kot Ty eunpepio g

TEPLOYNG KOTE TOVG VOTEPOVG
HOKTVaiKoOg xpOVoLG.

H axpémoin otig Kovkovva-
PLEG TIPETEL VOL ATOTELOVGE TNV
£€0pa Tov Muknvaiov nyepuova
g Ilépov, Tov «bvaKTog) TOV
vnotov. H cuAkoyn tov gupn-
LATOV VTOONADVEL TNV TOALTL-
K1 KO OTPOTIOTIKY SOVON TNG
UOKNVOIKTG 0UTNG 0KPOTOANG,
KoOMG KoL TIG EUTOPIKES GV-
VOAAOYEG TTOL €l)E OvOmTOEEL
[E GAAOL EUTOPIKA KEVTPOL.

To evppata colovial onpepa
oto Movaeio ¢ [1dpov,
TOMTIGUIKE, XvApLo TNG 10TO-
piloc TOV VIIGLOV KOl TOV OLyoLo-
KOV Ydpov yevikotepa. H
O0AEDPIOL KOTOGTPOQT TTPETEL
va. emnABe yOopw ota 1150 n.X.,
vatepo and enibeor gxHpov
GyvooTng TOVTOTNTOG, KOl
extetapévn mopkaytd. To
OTPOUO GTAYTNG TTOV KAAVTTE
TOL EPEITLOL TOV LUK VOIKOD
Ktipiov eotilel Ta ot pog
OMOKANPOTIKNG Kot ovAE0DG
Kataotpoens. [lave ota epei-
L0, TNG PUKNVOTKNG 0KPOTOANG
dnuovpyovdvTal OKIGHOTL dloi-
(QOPETIKAOV QPACEWDV, UEXPLTNV
OPIOTIKY EYKATAAEYT YOP®O
oto 700 m.X.

Ot avookapég 6ToV AOPO
1oV Kovkovvapuwv £pepav 610
Qwe, Boppéves KaTo amod Tao
EPETIOL KO TO TEPACLLAL TOV 01~
OVOV, LoPTLPIES ETOYDY TOV
dadEyovtay 1 po Ty GAAN,
GAAoTE opakd Kot dAlote Plono.
2VYKpoVOELS Kol GLYKVLPIES,
ouvnOeteg kar Tpomot {mng,
OpnokevTiKéG TEAETOVPYiEG Kat
EUTOPIKEG GUVOAAAYEG, KOV®-
VIKG TPOTLTIOL KOIL TOATIIKY)
woyVe, éva-éva ototyeio Npoe
OTIV EMPAVELD, KPAUO 0AANLO-
S1080YNG 10TOPIKOY TEPLOd®Y
KO OVTIKOTOTTPIG OV £VOG TT0L-
peMOVTOG poKpvoV, aAAG TO-
GO0 OTUOVTIKOV KOl TOVTOYPOVOL
TO00 EAKVOTIKOV. 0

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, IANOYAPIO! 1999






