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MEMORANDUM

Elliniki Etairia wishes to bring to the attention of the
Scientific Council of International Castles Institute (united
with the Europa Nostra) the threat to the historic twin forts of
Rion and Antirrion posed by the construction of a highway bridge
across the Rion-Antirrion strait at the entrance of the
Corinthian gulf.

In addition to the fact that the approaches to the bridge
on both sides are in close proximity to the respective forts, the
principal visual damage 1is caused by the alignment of the
projected highway bridge which passes to the west of the Rion
fort on the south side, and the east of the Antirrion fort on the
north side. The alignment was adopted at a very early stage of
the preliminary design although it presented no particular
advantage with regard to the design requirements, while the
environmental parameters had not even been formulated at that
stage; its only merit was that the corresponding bridge was
slightly shorter than alternatives 1locating the bridge on the
same-east-side of the respective forts.

The result of such '"diagonal" bridge alignment is that
visual contact between the two forts is completely lost, while
the view of the Rion fort (south side) is completely obscured for
those entering the Corinthian gulf by the wviaduct of the bridge
approach. The meaning of the twin forts guarding the entrance to
the gulf from their respective promontories, with all its
symbolic and historic value, is completely lost.

Elliniki Etairia protested repeatedly the adoption of this
particular design, most recently with letters addressed to all
members of Parliament, when the concession contract was to be
ratified by their vote.

Member ofi International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN),
__Eianopot European Environmental Bureau (EEB).



All it achieved was a commitment by the Minister of
Environment, Planning and Public Works that all construction will
be kept at a minimum distance of 150 meters from the two forts
and that a restoration study will be under—taken within the
framework of the new bridge construction.

Although the concession contract is signed and ratified and
project financing is expected to be finalized in the near future,
Elliniki Etairia believes that there is still time to correct the
basic environmental drawback of the design which is the
"diagonal" alignment. The concessionaire is required to first
produce the final design of the construction, and all expert
opinion obtained by Elliniki Etairia ascertains that it is
perfectly feasible for the final design to adopt a new alignment
and still retain the typical construction components (tower plus
two cantilevered halves of the span) unchanged, and therefore
cause no disturbance to the implementation of the contract.

Elliniki Etairia requests the support of the International
Institute of Castles toward the responsible authorities of Greece
(The Minister of Environment, Planning and Public Works) in a
last-minute effort to rescue the integrity of the historic twin
forts of Rion and Antirrion.

A. N. Simeon
Chairman of the Committee for the
Architectural Heritage of E.E.
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MEMORANDUM
For the International Institute of Castles
Scientific Committee

Elliniki Etairia wishes to bring to the attention of the IIC
Scientific Committee the threat to the historic twin forts of
Rion and Antirrion posed by the construction of a highway bridge
across the Rion-Antirrion strait at the entrance of the
Corinthian gulf.

In addition to the fact that the approaches to the bridge
on both sides are in close proximity to the respective forts, the
principal visual damage 1is caused by the alignment of the
projected highway bridge which passes to the west of the Rion
fort on the south side, and the east of the Antirrion fort on the
north side. The alignment was adopted at a very early stage of
the preliminary design although it presented no particular
advantage with regard to the design requirements, while the
environmental parameters had not even been formulated at that
stage; its only merit was that the corresponding bridge was
slightly shorter than alternatives locating the bridge on the
same-east-side of the respective forts.

The result of such "diagonal" bridge alignment is that
visual contact between the two forts is completely 1lost, while
the view of the Rion fort (south side) is completely obscured for
those entering the Corinthian gulf by the wviaduct of the bridge
approach. The meaning of the twin forts guarding the entrance to
the gulf from their respective promontories, with all its
symbolic and historic value, is completely lost.

Elliniki Etairia protested repeatedly the adoption of this
particular design, most recently with letters addressed to all
members of Parliament, when the concession contract was to be
ratified by their vote. All it achieved was a commitment by the
Minister of Environment, Planning and Public Works that all
construction will be kept at a minimum distance of 150 meters
from the two forts and that a restoration study will be under-
taken within the framework of the new bridge construction.

Member of: International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN),
Europa Nostra, European Environmental Bureau (EEB).



Although the concession contract is signed and ratified and
project financing is expected to be finalized in the near future,
Elliniki Etairia believes that there is still time to correct the
basic environmental drawback of the design which is the
"diagonal" alignment. The concessionaire is required to first
produce the final design of the construction, and all expert
opinion obtained by Elliniki Etairia ascertains that it is
perfectly feasible for the final design to adopt a new alignment
and still retain the typical construction components (tower plus
two cantilevered halves of the span) wunchanged, and therefore
cause no disturbance to the implementation of the contract.

Elliniki Etairia requests the support of the International
Institute of Castles toward the responsible authorities of Greece
(The Minister of Environment, Planning and Public Works) in a
last-minute effort to rescue the integrity of the historic twin
forts of Rion and Antirrion.

Athens, 31 August 1996

A. N. Simeon

Chairman of the Committee for
the Architectural Heritage
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EAAHNIKH ETAIPEIA
T'IA THN I[IPOXTAXZIA TOY NEPIBANNONTOZ
KAI THX IIOAITIZTIKHX KAHPONOMIAXL
Tp.nédav 28 ABfAva 105 58 TnA. 32 25 245, 32 26 693 Fax: 3225240
Mpog A6fva, 14 Moaptiou 1996
ta MéAn 1n¢ BoudAqg¢ twv EAAARVLV Ap Hpwt.:267 / EE

Af L6t 1pe KUpiLe BouleguTty,

H EANHNIKH ETAIPEIA yia tnv [pooctacia tou IleplPAAAOVIOG KOL
1n¢ IoAittiot k¢ KAnpovopLdg avnouxei oofoapd yLa TLC EXLATACELC
MoV TO omoudalLdTATO OUYKOLVAVLIAKS épyo tn¢ (eUing PLou-AvtLppLov
pnopei va éxet ota JdUo LOoTOopLKA KAotpa TOoUu Plou koL TOU
Aviippiou, mou eivatr andé 10 mé afiLdroya Odeiypata @EPOUPLAKLC
OPXLTEKTOVLIKAG oOtov 1témo poag¢. Ti¢ avnouxieg outég KoL OXETLKEQ
npot&oe ¢ Tng €xXeL erppdoel {dn and tov IoUvio tou 1994 mpog To
appddio Ymoupyeio MNE.X2.A.E. xwpi¢ va ¢@épel Kavéva amoTéAeopa,
olte KAV va NnApel OQOAVINOT).

H xédpafn 1tn¢ vépupag mou mpowbeital yLa KATAOKEUR Ttomoletel
1n PoépeLa mpdoPach TNG AVATOALKA anmd To KACTPO Tou AviLppiou, eve
1 vétia mpdéoPaon tomobeteital BUTLKE amd TO KACTPO KAl HECA OTA
épLa Tou OLKLOpOU Ttou Pilou. ZUppwva pe 100 OtolXxeia mou BLabétel
n EAAnvikh Etaipeia, @aivetat O6tL 1 tomoOétnon auth TIn¢ YEQPUPAG
anopocioTnke oOTo OT&dLO 1TNC MNPOKATOAPKTLKAG pPeAétng -46tav 10
otolxela av&Auong Ttou £€pyou HTAV OVENOAPKE €VA mneplPardlovIiikol
6poL Odev eixav K&v 1ebel arOpn- pe OMOKRKAELOTLKO, Omwg eaivetat
KpLThpLo 61l metgxalve 10 PLKPpOTEpPpO Juvatd pPHRKOG YEPUPAG KAl
eNOPEéVRC PeELOPEVO KOOTOC KOATAUOKEUAQ.

H opxltkfl oauth x&pafn, vioOetHOnke AaxkpLta oe OAeg¢ TLG
endépeveg @doceLg Tn¢ dLadilkaciag, nmap& to yeyovég 6tL 1o Ymoupyelio
MoAiLtiopoyd -—-XALopd €otw- eféppace tnv aviiOeon tTou oe pLa TE€TOLQ
Xépoafn KAl TOHV IHPOTLHNOCH TOU YL PpLa TomoOE€Tnon Ing  YEPUPAG
OVOTOALKA koL and ta B0o ¢pouUpLa.

Onwodfnmote, pe tnv "XLaoti" auth X&pafn, KATHKAUETOL I ONT LKA
enapfy petafld tTwv dUo ¢ppoupiwv, 1 omoia kalL onpaciodotei 1t Sidupn
napouvcia Toug¢ yiLa Tt @UAafn evége Oadacociou mepdopatog. HNap&AAnAa,
ané tnv nAeup& tou Piou, oL mnpoofaceLg 1In¢ YEPUPAG OQAIOKOIMTOUV
OUCLOCT LKA &va TpApa Tou vedTepou oLlkLopoU amd tnv uvnddoinn ndéArn,
evd Ta PBaOpa Tng OJLKAG YéPUpag mnpdoPacng emiLKAAGnTOUvV TnV O@q
Tou ¢@poupiou yLa TOV eLoepxdpevo otov KopivOiakd KéAmo amd TtoVv
HDoatpatkdé. Tt autd xat 1 Kowvétnta Plou éxelL mnpoopldyelL oOTO
ZupPolAiLo ¢ Emikpdateiag pe Kivduvo va @mporAnOeil onpavT LKy
KoOUuoTépnon oTnvV KATOOKEUN Tou épyou amd pLd mLoavdédtatn aKUPWT LKA
andépoaon tou ZtE.

Attnpa tn EAAnVikAG Etaipeiag eivai:

1. Kat& 11 oUvtaln 1n¢ OpLOTLKRAG peAétng, va efacpaAiotei 7
Tono®étnon KalL TWV BUo0 mpooPdcewv TNG YEPUPAG OVATOALKRA amd T1a
avtioctoLxa ¢@poUpLa Piou &raL Aviippliou xraL oe o600 vyivetal
peyoAUtepn andéotoaocn ond oavid. ToUto Oa éEmpeme va Oewpndeli
ovaykaio OuvOnkn, €0t KAl A&v oUveEndyetol KAmMoLa oAAayh otn Oéor
TOV NUAQVWOV TNG¢ YEQUPACG 1 KAl KANKOG PeyoAUTepo KOOCTOG KOATOUOKEURQG.

Méhog Toov: International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN),
Europa Nostra, European Environmential Bureau (EEB).



2. 1o OUVOALKS mpoimoloyiopd 10U épyou, va mnpoPArepbel éva
KOVOUALO yId TNV CGHOKATACTAOI TWV BUO @poupiwv kdalL Tnv anddoor
Toug ot Véa XpAon 5 omoia 6a anmevudUveTtdal KAl OTOV ONHAVTILKOTATO
apLOpd tToupLOoTOV oL omoiolL 6Oa efunppetolvial amd TN VER YEQPUPQ.

IIpooBAénmoupe pe epmictooUvy oOInv  KAtTavoénon oag¢ yLa 1n
onpacia tTnge mpootaciag evég Té6co afidAroyou Jdeiypatrog¢ 11¢
OPX LTEKTOVLKAG PAC KAQNPOVOHULAG KAl OTnv noapéppacy ocag GoTe, KATA
1 oxetlkf oulftnon ot Bouldf, va mnpootebolv oL avVayKaieg
npoBAéyeig¢ otn ovpPaocn tn¢ omoiag Inteitalr 1 KOPwWOT.

Me moAAR TLpf.

Npdéedpou tou ELdLKOU ZupPoudriou
ApxLtertov KNG KAnpovopidg 1tn¢ E.E.



