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THE HISTORICAL GARDEN IN GROWING CITTIES

®. HCOULIUA

The main dangers to historical gardens are undoubtedly connected with urbanisation.
There is always a possibility of restoring a garden that has been simply neglected;
but urbanized surroundings often destroy a garden, ecologically, visually

sometimes physically as well.

The different problems of conserving a historical garden in a fast developing city
may be seen in moscow’s many historical gardens. The cases are far from indentical.
Some of the parks have existed in city surroundings for years, and have been used
as city recreation grounds for so long, that their historical significance has
been all but forgotten ( Ostankino, Lefortovo, Razoumovsky garden }‘ Others have
been engulved by the spreading city in the last few years, and are influenced by
these changed conditions ( Xouskovo, ArkhangelIskoye, Tsarytsino ), althou”i this

influence is felt in different ways.

The most obvious danger is the fast increase of the amount of visitors, damaging
even to gardens, carefully preserved as museum. A good example of this is the
fine garden of ArkhangeIskoye, planned in the beginning of the XVIIIth centry

( which makes 70 or 80 years older than the existing house ).

The gardens are laid out on three terraces, of which two, with their stairways,
walls and statues, serve as a base for the house, and the third, a smooth plain
lawn, measuring 70 by 210 metres, froms a link between architecture and nature—
the lovely view over the river.

ArkhangelIskoye’'s green carpet symbolizes the wide space ofthe rich river meadows,
which used to be seen framed by two greenhouses at the end of the garden. These
greenhouses were replaced in the 1930—ies by two rather massive sanatorium
buildings, which nevertheless, retained the "framing" effect. The house itself
became a museum, receiving, with the garden pavilions, great attention and care.
The museum is one of the most popular in Moskow, and visiting rates have been
rising so quickly, that now walking through the garden on a Sunday is no easy
thing. This makes Arkhangelskoye one of the gardens, which, though quite well

preserved up to now, are quickly succumbing under the stress of excessive visiting.

The problem of overuse is also crucial for a very different type of park-the

romantic "wilderness" of Tsarytsino, with the ruins of Catherine the Great*s
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palaos ( never finished ) end pretty perk pavilions. Surrounded hy large new

housing developments, which have blocked some of the vistas designed by the

architect V. Bashenov, the park is used for picnics, sports and even cessing,

toother romantic X1Xth century park, Kousminky, suffers from the seme sort of

active and careless use. It seems that these picturesque landscapes, their

design rather blurred by overgrowth, give people a feeling of being in natural

surroundings, to be used freely, while a formal design seems to require some of

discipline.

BIhis may be seen through a comparison with Kouskovo, once the site of KosooWs

most important fetes and theatrical festivals.
Kouskovo's gardens and lake were laid out iu the beginning of the IWIIIth

century, although its best period came between 1750 and 1780, when the gardens

were finished and the pavilions and existing house were built. Nearly all the

work was done by the taleated architect Argounoff, a slave owned by count

Sheremetyeff.

me formal garden of 31 hectares, enclosed by a canal,
psrts,

was divided into three
the lawn parterre between the honee end the greenhouse at the end of the

gerden, end shad, groves with pavilions in the middle, to interesting point is

that tha "green rooms” of Italisn and French gsrdens are replaced on Bnssta's

climate by gerden houses, to be used in could and rainy waether. In KonAovo

one of them ia the Ditch house, reflected in a small pond, joined to the lake

by a miniature canalj it was once surrounded by a tiny "Dutch garden" of tulips

Kouskovo, famous for its actors and mucians, had a unique opeu-aix theatre,
ruined in 1894» tui still restorable.

The large green territory of the city park, surrounding Kouskovo, is quite

of receiving thousands of visitors. This «ekes it possible to focus

attention on the replacement of the trees and shrubs, overgrown, and falling

apart, mis -ill inevitably lead to its closing dnwn for a rather long period,

kouskovo being one of Moscow's favorite perks, this fact raises some problems

of its own.

The existence of sufficient green space near the historical garden is clearly

essential to its conservation, but this fact has but recently come to the attention

of city planners. Up to now historical gardens and parks, some of them quite

large, have been summed up with other existing and planned green spaces of the

city, to make up the 12 square metres of green space per person, specified by

. . .+ VOé‘H o—-w ta the process of working out a detailed
rules of city planning in the USSH.

only in vne
plan of Moskew's green territories, based on the General plan, has the category



of "special parks" (historical gardens among them) been accepted, meaning that

these parks are added to the normal acreage of green spaces, based on the number
of Moscow's citizens, bringing the total number to 18 square metres.
This is wveiy important, as a way of relieving the stress of day-to-day active

use, under which many historical gardens are simply crumbling away.

City parks designed for active use and adjoining the historical gardens they are
meant to shield are planned near KouzninJsy, Tsarytsino, Kouskovo. But in some
cases the problem remains unresolved. For instance, in the northern zone of
Moscow the Ostankino park, a historical garden, is itself used as the buffer
park, taking the stress off Moscow's Botanical gardens (a special park in its
own right). This is one of the most difficult cases in Moscow. The total of 18
metres per person, distributed unevenly among Moscow's 2zones, comes up to pO
metres in the ilorthem zone, mainly because of VDIGI, a large exhibition park,
the Botanical gardens and Ostankino. Yet this very zone is the one most

lacking in green spaces for active use (skiing, for instance, is prohibited in

VDMK and the Botanical gardens, and should be in Ostankino, if restored).

Ostankino has long been used as a city park of culture and rest, yet the main
points of its design still exist and its restoration is quite possible. This is
all the more true as the park's surroundings retain something of the original
open character (it was described in the MIXth century as rising unexpectedly
among the fields). The open space belonging to the new television tower and tae
reconstructed old lake in front of the house and church give the necessary
effect. On the other side Ostankino is separated by a creek from the large

territory of the Botanical gardens.

Ostankino's restoration is espacially desirable, as it is historically inseparable
from Kouskovo, described above. Built only a few years later, and by many of the
same artists, builders and gardeners, the park is nevertheless very different in
character. Kouskovo and Ostankino illustrate the transition from the formal
treatment of the landscape (as in early St. Petersburg gardens-Peterhof, Strelna,
Oranienbaum) to the romantic approach, stressing the natural features of the site

(as in Arkhangelskoye, and the great parks of Tsarskoye Selo and Pavlovsk).

Moscow's General plan contains an idea of forming a chain of green spaces along
the small river Yauza (to be cleaned and reclaimed, according to the plan). The
valley of Yauza, once a picturesque stream, flowing among meadows and low hills,
used to be a collection of houses and gardens, forming an aristocratic dwelling
region of XYIIIth century Moscow. Host of the sites were parcelled out and built

up in the XIXth century, but a few of the old garden sites still exist, forming
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the main points of the new plan.

Of these, one of the earliest is Oolovinsky garden. A sijeple residence »ith a

wooden house, it was purchased in 1721 hy osar Peter for his own Moscow residence.

In the planning and layout of the new gardens an important part was played hy

Nicholas Bidloo, a Butch scientist and doctor, who, at the dead of King Wilias. of

Orange, cane to Russia on osar Peter's invitation.

The work was mostly done in
1722-24.

The gardens included a system of canals, pounds and grottoes, along which

a vista opened on the quiet-flowing 7ausa and the green shores opposite.

a 1731 the gardens were enlarged hy the building of Annenhof, a garden situated

on the top tenrace, behind the new palace. This was done by Rastrelli. A little

earlier part of Frans Ufort's garden was added, and the gardens were sometimes

called Lefortovo—the mane most often used now.

After several fires the upper gardens were destroyed, and Lefortovo came back to

its original size. A great part of the garden has been changed because of use as

a park of culture and rest ( for instance, sport fields were built ). The view

along the main axis has been blocked by a large office building on the opposxte

shore. But the water system still exists, and with it, one might say, the soul
the garden, subtly reminding one of the great water landscapes of St.

Petersburg.

Another example of Yauza's gardens are the grounds of Razoumovsky house, where

the institute of Physical Culture is now situated. Oiis is a very old garden site,

first laid out in the xmth century by David Bahart, a Danish merchant, and known

as Bahartov house. It was rebuilt in the middle of the XVIIIth century as an

intricate five-part garden, with three vistas opening on the Yauza valley. Later,

when Razoumovsky house was built, the gardens were redone onceagain, along simpler
lives. The parterres have now been turned into sports fields belonging to the

Institute, although in this way most of the terracing has been preserved.

Vysokye Gory, a XIXth century garden in the romantic style, is rather better

preserved, although here the planting has been changed by adding to it, with the

view of separating the grounds ( now belonging to a hospital ) f*om the

surrounding city.

tte Imiva valley restoratioas, aa wall as others plaaned in Moeccw, bring up th.

very serious problem of organising special nurseries, making tbe needed trees and

shrubs available for replanting the historical gardens a. their turn come, along.

ass, perhaps unexpectedly, come, up es e great prohlem, not only in Moscow, hot

in other cities as well, even ih Leningrad. Th. restoration jobs being now done
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have to rely on the city nurseries, which, as there are too few of them, hardly
fulfill the needs of current landscaping; Another point is that planting the
city's new green spaces is mostly done the cheapest way, with young saplings,
while the old gardens in Hussia were made bj replanting large trees. It may be
mentioned, that for some years czar Peter imported large trees for his new
gardens from Haarlem; there is a 1/13 letter from him to Courakin, the Russian
ambassador in Holland, ordering two thousand linden trees six inches around.
Imported trees did not acclimatize very well, so later great numbers of trees
were obtained in different parts of the state, almost all of them of 20 years
and more. It might be said that the gardens were put together from ready-made
elements, giving instant effect. Fir trees, white birches became popular, with
some oaks and chestnuts in the warmer parts. Apple, cherry and plum trees were
often used in gardens,prized for their bloom, as well as for the fruit they
brought. The more important gardens had their own greenhouses, growing laurels,

orange and lemon trees, used for decorating the gardens in summer.

All these trees, as well as boxwood for the parterres, are still grown in
hoscow and other cities. But modern nurseries simply don't grow a sufficient

amount of trees to the age necessary for restoration work.

Flowers are less of a problem, because Moscow's gardens never relied much on
flowers in their design, emphasizing lawn and water and shady trees, with

lilacs blooming in June and, in the more formal gardens, a more or less

intricate clipped parterre.

The absence of specialized nurseries is perhaps the strongest obstacle which

must be removed, if the planned garden restorations are to be carried out.

E. MCOULINA

U.S.S.R.
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HISTORIC OAfiDEN PRESERVATION IN THE UNITED STATES

ITS HISTORY AND PRESENT STATE

Dr, ELisabeth B. ilacDougall

In 1856 the State of Virginia granted a charter to an organization called the
Mount Vernon Ladies Association of the Union and thereby established the first

legislation for historic preservation in the United States, The charter

enabled the association to purchase, preserve and maintain the estate of Mount

Vernon on the of the ftrtomac, the home of George Washington, General of

the Revolutionary Armies and first President of the United States. The
establishment of the Ladies Association and their efforts at Mount Vernon

should have augured well for the preservation of historic gardens and land-

scapes, for they were interested not only in the restoration of the house,

modest example of a plantation house, but

a
also in the restoration of the

gardens and agricultural land of Washington's estate. Today, the gardens rank

as one of the most carefully studied and accurately restored historic gardens

in America. Unfortunately, the example provided by Mount Vernon was not

followed, and historic preservation since then has been more concerned with

structures than gardens, while the techniques of archaeological investigation

and accurate restoration now used almost routinely for historic buildings are

rarely applied to gardens.

You may well ask what there is to preserve mn the United States, so before I

discuss the state of preservation today, I should like to show you a few

examples of our garden history. Early settlers brought with them not only the

seeds and roots necessary to establish an agriculture but also herbs and

flowers. Even though their life was rigorous and their resources meager, the

urge for decorative surroundings and flowers could not be denied, and little

dooryard gardens flourished from the earliest settlements. Needless to say,

none of these have survived, but a few have been restored accurately as to

plants and layout. They show that the settlers brought with them not only

the seeds but their memories of home:', this garden, a restoration of a seventeenth

century New England garden, is vely similar in appearance to the cottage gardens
of East Anglia in England.

As conditions boon., «ore nettled, end tn. sale of seriodltnrnl and other

natural products began to create more wealth, estates of eom. lumxy end
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os-tentation were built. This was especially true in Virginia and other southern

states, where the chief crop, tobacco, i.as in great demand in England. There, by

the end of the eighteenth century, elaborate gardens were built by many estate

owners; some of these survive in a restored form today. Such an estate was

Gunston Hall, near IknaA Vernon on the Potomac. The boxwood allde led to the

edge of the hill overlooking the river ; the parterre is reminiscent of seven-
teenth century gardens of England. Gardens of this period were rarely large in
extent; neither land nor labor could be spared for non-agricultural purposes.
One is reminded of Thomas Jefferson*s request to a friend in Bordeaux for a
vigneron who could also play the violin. He stated that it was his desire to
form a string quartet, but he added, each of the players would also have to

have a skill useful either on the plantation or in the house.

Another eighteenth century garden, more ambitious in scale and closer to
contemporary English practice is liiddleton Place, near Charleston, South

Carolina. Started in 1741 P7 Henry I-Iiddleton, it had lakes and grassy terraces

comparable to the landscape garden style then dominating English design. This

garden remained in the possession of the same family for many generations, and

thus is comparable to some of the historic gardens of Europe, where successive

generations have enlarged and replanted an original site. This garden still

preserves three of the original camelias brought by Andrd Michaux, the great

French botanist in 1787, and is also notable for its large plantations of

azaleas added in the last fifty years.

English landscape garden style was popularized in the United States by Andrew
Jackson Downing, whose books on garden and cottage design had an important

impact on design in the suburbs Jjust beginning to expand around urban centers

such as Boston, New York and Philadelphia. Eis work included designs for the

great estates which were being built along the Hudson River and which

unfortunately have not survived. Today, one single example of Downing's work

is still in existence, similar to the layout we find at lyndhurst, a Gothic

revival mansion of the mid-nineteenth century.

Few gardens of the Victorian era have survived; the academic reaction at the
end of the nineteenth century against the eclecticism and ostentation of the
period caused most private gardens to be destroyed. However, the period

between 1850 and the 1890’'s, that is, the period of the high Victorian garden,

was notable for the development of the municipal park movement, and the

emergence of landscape architecture as an element of city planning. The leader
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of this movement, Frederick Law Olmstead, was the designer of Central Park xn

New York City. Possibly the only park in the United States to be designated as

a National Historic Landmark, Central Park is protected now against encroach-

ments and alterations, and is in the process of restoration under the guidance

of a Curator, a unique position.

Phe end of the nineteenth century is notable in the United States for the

appearance of large estates bnilt in enolation of European ones. Centers such

as Newport, 3hode Island, the Bertshires in Connecticut and iiassachusetts,

all sunnier resorts, or the Carolines and Florida in the south, winter resorts,

were sites for elaborate palaces or chateaus, and gardens designed to

emulated the great periods of the European past. Here, for erample, is Villa

Vizcaya in Niami, Florida, designed as an Italian Renaissance garden,

diltmore, a Vanderbilt estate in North Carolina, has a chateau, a French

style terrace and an English park designed by Frederick Law Olmstaad.

Finally, a word should be said of the arboreta and botanical gardens. One of the

earliest arboreta in the United States, created by the Massachusetts Horticul-

tural Society in the 1330's was a cemetery park. Many others were built in' the

nineteenth century, including the Kissouri Botanical gardens in St. Lems,

dating from the 1850's, the New Tort Botanical Gardens and Longwod in

Pennsylvania, formerly a private estate. The Huntington Botanical Garden in

Pasadena, California, is an example of the great range of climate and plant

material in the United States.

The few examples I have shown give only the most cursory glimpse of the variety

and richness of the gordene of America. Unfortunately, this heritage is poorly

protected and constantly endangered by destruction, neglect and ingaorant

restoration. This, in some -ays, is a recent phenomenon. 4a I have already

pointed out, the first historical preservation in the United States, a* 1 ™

Vernon, was concerned with gardens and grounds. Efforts to preserve our natural

landscape began aa early as 1832. In 1872, Congress authorized the Secretary o

tha interior to aoguire -hat is no- Yellowstone Park, a wilderness area of great

beauty with extraordinary geysers and hot springs. To Yellowstone Park have been

added many other of onr natural wonders, whioh todey are governed by the

National Park Service, astabliehad mm 1916. In thie century, its powers of

regulation ~d control have been extended to military parks, historical

monuments, and sinse 1966 the Offic. of Archaeology and Historic Preservation,

a divieion of th. National Park Service, has extended recording end some

protection to state and local momiments.
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iiassacimsetts, tie site of the third permanent colony in North America, hep
been in the forefront of historic preservation. In 1891» a group of private
citizens obtained a charter from the legislature as a corporation by the name
of the Trustees 0S Public Reservations. The organizers, a group of wealthy and
public minded citizens, had become disturbed by the rapid expansion of cities
and towns and the consequent destruction of the natural countryside and
landscape. They were empowered to acquire, maintain, and open to the public,
"beautiful and historic places and tracts of land within the Commonwealth
(Massachusetts) ‘" The legal organization, with a private body empowered to
accept gifts of land or property, which from the beginning the Trustees
required to be endowed, and which were thereafter tax exempt, established an
important precedent for the preservation of gardens as well as natural landscapes
Indeed, the Trustees of the Public Reservations served as a model for the

establishment of Great Britain's National Trust.

The foresighted actions of the government and private organizations in the
nineteenth century established a legal framework from which our historic
preservation has developed today. The expansion of the powers of the Park
Service is an example. Through its control of national parks, and the historic
monuments in it, two important preservation activities have developed. The
first of these is the Historic American Building Survey, established in 1934.
Gardens as well as buildings have been included in this survey, which for the
last forty years has been compiling accurate measured drawings and other
documentation of historic buildings and their surroundings. As might be
expected, emphasis was placed on eighteenth century monuments during the first
years of the survey, but the survey is now extended to all periods of American
history.

Examples of the survey show meticulous recording of the plant material as well

as the layout and the architectural features.

The second example of the preservation activities of the Park Service is their
maintenance and preservation of the gardens at the national historic sites they

maintain.

Because of these activities, when the first federal legislation for preservation
was drawn up in 1966, the new Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation was
made a division of the Park Service. This act, was, in part, made possible by a
Supreme Court is our highest court which rules on the constitutionality of

federal, state and even municipal legislation. The Parker-Berman decision as it
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ia known, significantly expanded the concept of zoning laws,

and I quote,

in the statement,
"The concept of the public welfare is broad and inclusive. The

values it represents are spiritual as well as physical, aesthetic as well as

monetary. It is within the power of the legislature to determine that the

community should be beautiful as well as healthy, spacious as well as clean...

The 1966 act in establishing the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
empowered it to enlarge the National Register of Historic Places to include

monuments of state and local as well as of national importance. States were

required to conduct surveys and to draw up preservation programs which would

qualify for federal aid. If any district, site, building or structure, included

in the National Register is within or near a proposed Federal or federally

assisted undertaking, the effect of the project must be reviewed to demonstrate

that no adverse effect on the monument will occur. The criteria for judgxng an

adverse effect include destruction or alteration of all or part of a property,

isolation from or alteration of its surrounding environment, or introduction

of visual or audible atmospheric elements that are out of character with the
property or its setting.
It is that American preservation legislation is concerned «itU site

and setting an -ell ea the buildings. Hev.rthel.es, this iegialatioh han hot heeh

utilized frequently enough for the protection of our historic gardenn and land-

scapes. for example, although the national Regietor and the List of national

Historic Laactaerka can include gardens, parks, etc.-very fe- have been listed,

in a recent book on the great gardens of America, eighteen -ere old enough to

he listed hut only, six of them have been placed on the Register.

Another difficulty lies in the «ording of much of our state and mahioipal 1la».
In almost evety case protection is provided only for that part of the site

visible by the public from a public street. Thie has led to preservation

and
-here the plantings oh the street are at least hamonious -ith the period, hut

districts -hor. meticulous restoration of buildings has taken piece,

-here the part of the garden invisible to the public ia either abandon, or

entirely inappropriately designed end planted. All too often both money and

interest in a preservation project runs out at the front door.

Thus, most suooosful preservation and reetorsiion has remained in the private

sector, all too frequently in the hands of amateurs -ho do not have the

scientific methods neceseexy for accurate restoration, nevertheless eome

projects should he described as amplifying the best in preservation and
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restoratioa that is happening in this country.

The most ambitious restoration project is in Williamsburg in Virginia:' This

was an important centre for the origins of the American Revolution and in the
eighteenth century the capital of one of the wealthiest colonies-: In 1927t Job*l
D* Rockefeller became interested in the town, and provided funds to begin a
restoration to the period of the U70’s . Nineteenth century houses were torn
down, eighteenth century houses moved in, the remaining eighteenth century
houses restored, and two major edifices, the Governor's Palace and the State
House were rebuilt: Every effort has been expended to make the settings as

well as the buildings appear appropriate. Williamsburg started as a private

foundation with an endowment but now is paying for itself by charges to the

public#

Another example of restoration and preservation that is not entirely governmental
is provided by the American National Trust for Historic Preservation. Although
charted by the government it is a private institution ; it acquires historic
properties such as Woodlawn, which is maintained as a monument open to the
public. In an interesting example of cooperation, the Garden Clubs of Virginia,

an association of amateur gardners and horticulturists , was responsible for

the restoration of the gardens to their eighteenth century style.

Finally, the most usual form of garden preservation today is that in which a
property, formerly a private estate, is given to &n organization or municipality
with an endowment to provide for maintenance; the estate becomes a public park-
Among the numerous examples I cannot resist aiming Dumbarton Oaks in Washington
D.C., the institution for which I work. Started in the 1920's, the estate had
forty acres of elaborate terraced gardens and woodlands. It was donated to
Harvard University as a research institution in Byzantine studies, pre-Columbian
art and most recently the history of landscape architecture. One part of the
grounds was given outright to the city of Washington as a municipal park. The

gardens, maintained by a separate endowment, are open to the public and visited

annually by more than 20.000 visitors.

Dr. Elisabeth B. MacDougall
Director of Studies in Landscape Architecture
Dumbarton Oaks-Harvard University

U.S.A.



NOTE ON THE HISTORIC GARDENS OF THE USSR

Elena MICOULINA

I"Sn the significance of Historic Gardens ana their Originality

j. 0, those gardens enich may oe considered -secondary" from the point

of view of garden art. in that they are partially copied from

-orks. or lacking in really aell-ekecuted details,

some are never hele

very valuable from the historical point of vie'-, (for ekample. as t e

unipue setting of sate great ™n's 1life,, or els. for the ™ °

they play as part of their surroundings. Among the gardens mention, *
the Fontainebleau list. Spasskoe Lutouinov. (31) or Serednlkovo (32)
ore in this category. Of lesser gardens «alinniki. Bernouo (between hoscow

and Leningrad, often visited by Pushkin,. Olgovo near hoscow. Pyabovo

. : nthers may be cited as examples. P?rH?9?. iC
near Leningrad, and many others, may u
addition to srigio-Uty 9f of
associations and spatial significance ehould be admitted as cr..........
evaluation.

2 There is another important point connected with such -secondary"

gardens which arises out of the disappearance of gardens

—Oer the pressure
of modern circumstances,

with the less of certain gardens in the highest

class - some of which have already perished, whiie other, ore beyond

saving - secondary examples belonging to the same styles and per s ac
a new significance and the right to renew* attention. They oceo™ worth

preserving and restoring as unidue exa”les of types whtch are disappearing.

To single out these gardens is no easy task, sinoe gardens are still

unclassified and many have not even been recently inspected by specie i

t follow their "betters”

and be lost in their
But if they are net to follow tnewa

the problem is an urgent one.



."Secondary” parks and gardens are excellent places for tourism and
acationing. Recent research has shown that in the Leningrad region,
or instance, there are 516 parks of the 16th and 19th centuries of
hich more than a hundred are valuable enough to be restored to their
riginal condition, while the rest should be preserved and made use
,f. within this galaxy the famous greet parks of Leningrad assume a
ew importance.

he same kind of research is going cn in other regions of the USSR
,nd the 1list of historic gardens is currently being reviewed and

enlarged on the basis of the resultant findings.

;. I\ very important point is the possibility of raising the aesthetic
.tandards of modern landscape-design through knowledge of the ways in

ihich the magnificent gardens of old were made. This special aspect

if the historic garden should be greatly stressed.

I.On the Reasons for their Disappearance
1. The main enemy of the historic garden is considered to be
irbanization. with the resultant gross over-use.

The problem of over-use gives rise to a great deal of conflict in day-
.o-day city planning. Though a particular number of visitors may be
;onsidered too large for a given site, so long as that site continues
:a exist and no building cn it is contemplated, the problem of conserving

odw
the garden laid out over it does not become obvious.

'his is tha case with many of Moscow’s historic parks, now surrounded
iy large recently-built clacks of flats, with no large green space
lesigned fur mass recreation in the vicinity. As an example, let us

;ake the Vorontsovsky Park in Moscow; whereas analysis shows that it

:an survive under the impact of 7.600 visitors, the number now expected

irom the new housing developments in the neighbourhood is as high as

>1.000.

'hough all these historic parks ore protected by law. in reality they
ire deteriorating from nver-use. simply because of the popular need
Jor open spaces. This means that, while they will continue tc exist

as open spaces, they will - perhaps inevitably - lose their historic

character.

The main problem, therefore, is hew to apply the excellent conservation



laws existing in the USSR today to day-to-day planning.

2. Of those gardens not adversely affected by mass jse,
are many which are aeterioratine from neslact and failing to attract oublic

attention hecaoee they are virtually unknown. An example it the house and

grounds of Gliadichi in the Bryansk region, 1laid out in grand leth cen y
style. The tourist routes miss it. and the neighbouring villages can find no
use for a large establishment of this sort, so that it is slowly

disappearing. An imsurtant objective is thus to find a cbntemffirary use far

many of these

3. The best wo, of using a house and garden is still considered to be

to have them house a schnel or sanatorium, with proper provision for visitors.

Recent surveys show, however, that some of the gamers used in this way

suffer from permanent lack of upkeep, stemming from inadequacy of financial
support, hany such examples have been found in the moscrw region alone, where

surveys have been recently conducted.

,. An important question which should, perhaps, be yet further elucidated,

is : Just what is a .conserved- garden T Even amonr. specialists concerned

with the restoration of architecture

not to mention practical architects
and the large body of people on whom the fate of a harden depends - tne
prevailing view is that as long as the garden site and Its boundaries

exist tne garden is more or less %gt%. %%% g%;;g OT detGFLOrotlonf "from

cracking sculpture to dying plants, nay thus pass unnoticed.

This means that wider distribution of information on historic garden; 1is

urgently necessary.

C. On ways and Means
The Moscow institute of Architecture is experimenting with graduate courses

in historic garden restoration. The most impc.rtsnt objective is to work out

a method of teaching the students the specific nature of landscape restoraticn

end bringing home to them these elements which make this a most difficult

and comnlux field of practicel planning and design.

Elena MICOULINA

USSR



CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF HISTORIC GARDENS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

State Institute for the Preservation of Monuments and the
Protection of Nature. Prague

Historic gardens and grounds are protected in the Czech Republic by Law

n°22 of 1950 on monuments of cultural interest, and in the Slovak Republic

by Law n°7 of the same year. These laws afford them protection as forming

a part of the historical monument - castle, mansion, palace, wealthy middle-

class residence, monastery or other building - round which they are laid

out. Independent botanical gardens, and parks not containing any ancient

building, are protected under Law n°4G of 1956 on the protection of nature.

Cultural property protected by law is entered in an index of immovable

monuments of cultural interest. The amount of protection afforded to any

given ancient monument or group of monuments will wvary according to the

cultural interest attaching to it. Historic gardens and grounds are considered

to be an important part of our cultural heritage. In Bohemia and Moravia

there are about a hundred gardens of very great cultural value; the majority

of them date from the ieth and 13th centuries and in style are either baroque,

rococo. Empire, romantic or English-landscape. However, those preserved also

include medieval cloister gardens. Renaissance gardens with parts of their

sculptural and architectural decoration, a few Classical gardens, and also

some more recent ones, laid out on the sites of ancient ones and either

imitating a period style or else adopting an -independence" style (around

19003, or a modern one.

In the 19th century a great many baroque gardens were completely or partly

converted into informal landscape gardens, though a considerable part of

their baroque composition was retained, as well as many of their pleasure

03vitIonl"3n&Noriginal sculptures. In many cases the dendrological wvalue

of these parks in their newer guise 1is very considerable, and their trees



should be carefully preserved. Several of them suffered for decades from

ageing vegetation, lack of upkeep, and air. water and soil pollution. There

were even a few - fairly rare - cases where grounds were actually destroyed,

either completely or in part, mostly under the pressure of econor.ic interests.

A long-term programme for the restoration of historical monuments has now
been drawn up which takes account of the historical value and state of

conservation of each monument and the possibilities of finding a public

use for it. Monuments of great value - and. consequently, important historic

gardens - enjoy a relatively greater measure of protection and upkeep.
We thus constantly have in mind the role of gardens as a factor in an

improved living environment and their exploitatim'in response to public

requirements along with the ancient monuments themselves. Gardens form an

indivisible whole along with the buildings to which they belong, a specific
cultural environment of which decorative elements such as garden pavilions

and sculptures also “orm a part. When assessing the interest attaching to

historic gardens and grounds, we allow for this aspect as a part nf a

larger whole, without, meanwhile, overlooking the botanical aspect. Gardens,

in our part of the world, are primarily composed of vegetation - of planting

which varies greatly from case to case.

Our criteria for determining the importance of a historic garden arc as
follows
A. Historical value
1. Original layout
2. Present-day layout
3. Buildings
4. Decorative works of art.
B. Dendrological value.
C. State of preservation of the original design.
0. Present state.
Importance in the present-day environment.
F. Historical, cultural and social importance.

Gardens and grounds placed in the first category [i.e. the highest) are of

overriding importance for the stuay of the development of garden design in

our country; they form a part of tne surroundings of historical monuments of



national and e\/t=n European value. They are IcoKed after with the greatest of
care so that they remain in the best possible state cf preservation and are

being, 1in sore cases, co.tpletely renovated or restored.

Gordons and grounds in the second category are of national and regional

importance; they are regularly Kept up so as correctly to fulfil the public

function assigned them.

Those in the third category are of regional importance. They represent an

extremely valuable contribution to theimppové&fent. of the living environment,

not merely from the cultural and social points of view but also on the
biological level. For purposes of renovating them or adapting them for

practical use, more radical alterations are oermitted.

dost of tha historic gardens and grounds in the Czech Republic arc State
property. Their conservation and upkeep are provided for by a manager nr by

the institution which uses them. A private owner whose garden is listed as

a historical monument may obtain financial assistance from the State if he
wishes to renovate it. We encounter fairly frequent difficulties in connection

with the restoration and upkeep of gardens, owing to our limited output

capacities and our lack of man-power

A few brief remarks in conclusion on the organizational aspect of the

preservation of monuments in the Czech Republic (C.S.R.). The supreme body

in charge of the State is the government of the Czech Republic. The responsibl. -

bodies composing this ere the ministries, while the executive bodies are the

national committees. Attached to the Ministry of Culture, os an advisory body,
is the Central Preservation Corrmissiun. Executive power is the business of the
regional, district or local committee, according to circumstances. The
technical aspect of conservation in each region is the business of the btato

Regional Centre for the Preservation nf Monuments and the Protection of Nature,

which is subordinate, as far as methods are concerned, to the State Institute

bearing the same title. Both in policy and in practice, the administration

in charge of the preservation of monunents apply the principles governing

the "conception nf the development of State preservation" approved by the

government of the Czech Republic in January 1S75.
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=31<HMH 3Y I-ir. Van Doom, I'limster o1 Culrare. Recreation and Social ..orks

European Architectural Heritage Year, 1975» has in many ways caused people to
go more deeply into the question as to what exactly their architectural
heritage consists of. A directly related question is, how to find a fitting
place for this heritage in modern society. It would actually be better if we
recognised the priority that ancient monuments deserve and formulated this
question differently, asking ourselves how, and to what extent, present-day

needs can be met in and around this wvaluable old buildings.

he should bear in m-ind that it is not only monuments of a purely architectural
kind that have a right to our attention in this Architectural Heritage Year.
The monuments which are being studied and discussed in Zeist this week-historic
gardens - share this right. These strange and fascinating creations of both
nature and architecture are products, as it were, of marriage between nature
and culture, in which each gives the other an added dimension. Sad to say,

they have not been very successful in rousing public interest, which has been

centred mainly on our architectural heritage, urban and otherwise.

Historic gardens have usually been regarded, erroneously, as a problem which is

only marginally connected with monument conservation.

The gardens, which are situated next to or around buildings, form a whole with
the building* Hieir architecture has a dual purpose - it is directed both at
the building and at the surrounding countryside. The outdoor area, Mles salles
du dehors","les salles de verdure", extend and supplement the indoor area;
they belong together, enrich each other, and are two parts of a single indivi-

sible monument.

The garden component, however, has been studied and appreciated far less than

the buildings have. The study of historic gardens requires a knowledge of trees,
flowers, herbs, and scrubs, and also of the history of landscape gardening,

without the help of this discipline, so different from their own, art historians

and architectural historians will never be able to explore gardens properly.

This is why I consider it very important that a colloquim is being held in this
country this year which is devoted exclusively to the study of Oatch gardens.

I hope it will achieve three things
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Firstly it should show clearly how extensive the field of monument conservation
is - more extensive than many realise. After all, the concept "monument" and
"protected monument" have become much broader over the last hundred years, and
now include gardens and parks. The growing awareness people have of the wvalue

arin public importance of monuments should therefore be extended to include

historic gardens.

At the same time this colloquium should encourage the study of historic gardens.
Without the necessary knowledge we cannot respond properly to the call to protect,
conserve, restore, and maintain our historic gardens. All too long monument
conservationists have been prevented from doing anything about gardens by this
lack of knowledge. Now time is running out. I trust that the colloquium will

awake interest in our gardens and provide a strong stimulus for deeper study.

This brings me to my third goal, which is to rouse interest in historic parks
and gardens especially among those who are responsible for maintaining then.
por this purpose the knowledge and insight obtained should, insofar as this is
feasible, be popularised at an early stage. This will also allow visitors to

enjoy the beauty of parks and gardens more fully.

This will result in greater understanding of and respect for these monumental
gardens, and will make it easier to answer the second question how the historic

gardens can be made to fit in with present-day needs, because people will agree

more readily on priorities.

I trust that this colloquium will do much, nationally and internationally, to
promote expert conservation, restoration, and maintenance of this national

heritage, which has been partly hidden from the public eye and is waiting, 1like

a sleeping beauty in the woods, to be recalled to life.

Monsieur PechSre remercie Monsieur Van Doom d'avoir bien voulu ouvrir le 3eme
Colloque, aprSs avoir permis qu'il se tienne. II est heureux de voir combien

Monsieur Van Doorn est attentif aux problSmes de la conservation et de 1la pro-

tection des jardins historiques.



Froni the Historic to the Total Garden,
Some considerations based on the Cultural and related

Influences of Botanic and other Gardens of the Past.

by Frans VERDOORN

Having been engaged, for severed decennia, in sundry advisory and related
activities, frequently along historical lines, in connection with botanic and
other gardens, horticultural publications and congresses, etc., I drew up many
suggestions and developed a variety of ideas as to the theory, practice,
possioilities and, particularly also, as to the implications of the study ana/
or reconstruction of gardens of the past.

I presented some of these in addresses delivered on the grounds of the Los
Angeles State < County Arboretum (1948/1949) in 1953 as a contribution to aj
International Symposium on the Scientific Organization of Botanic Gardens which
was held by the with UNESCO assistance, in Paris. Later, I dealt with
these in contributions to ’'Chronica Horticulturae' and other papers, such as De
Plant in de Biohistorie (19/1)

It would be easy to give again a talk along these 1lines, but I feel that
this occasion, this third ICOMOS - IFLA coloquium, calls for some opening re-
marks which will touch upon the broad issues involved and implicated by the sub-
ject matter of gardens of the past and their cultural and related influences.

I will do this also as two of ay associates, Mrs. Oldenburger-Ebbers and
Mr. Heniger, in a most critical way, prepared for you an annotated list of
ornamental plants to assist with the proper reconstruction and maintenance of
16th 1?th century gardens, particularly in N.W. Europe. To their tables of
plants, they added illuminating introductory remarks, as well as some appropriate
illustrations. In addition to their booklet on Ornamental Plants in 16th and
17th Century Gardens, an exhibit of some of the relevant literature, still
enhanced by an annotated catalogue, has also been prepared. All this material,
prepared according to the demands of historical criticism,will, I an certain,
lead to further discussion amongst you.

To illuminate now the relevant backgrounds over a somewhat broad spectrum,
as you may well expect from a biohistorian, i.a., a student of the historical
interrelations between Man and Living Nature in its various manifestations (at
the same time being always conscious that the affair of man in the past, present

and future are undivisible), I propose:
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1) to Start by some general remarks on gardens of the pagt, often in
relation with those of today, and frequently with some special
reference to botanic gardens,

2)

to dwell thereafter with you on the rather special nature of the

gr.ientia amabilis hortensis, with reference both to the present and

the past of that discipline which is both the nucleus of, and the

key to the study and reconstruction of gardens of the past,

3) & to conclude, as far as time may permit, by two biofiraphical_ case

histories in order to stress both the cultural influences which

gardens may exercise and the concept of the -Total Garden' (a garden

type in which, on the one hand, the past, present and future are

represented and in which, on the other hand, scientific and

humanistic endeavours meet and join forces) -

» >» »

In considering historic gardens and parks, we meet primarily with three

“~3 ) r”ens as an mt-ff* *art of an estate, i.e., gardens established in

conjunction with, e.g., a castle, a monasteiy, a rural mansion, a

-own house,

or a farm of some pretension.
/) as a.

such US

medicinal, botanical, school gardens, etc.
3) Gartens «hich are, or were, part of co»ner=ial estahlishaents, i.e

.7

nursery gardens.

There are, of course, other types of sartess art also gartens which, in
splendid isolation, were laid out for their own sake rather than in connec ton

with ether endeavours. The oajority of historic gardens, however, belong to one

of the three categories which I Just oentioned. This does not

.eon that we can
draw up iron rulee,

either es to the layout or as to the aseortnent of plants
grown in order to differentiate thee, three historic garden types fro. e

°~kerThere rtve been, through the ogee, srterous estate gardens end also quite a

few nurseries with a .ore eiteahle assertnent of species art -itiwvare than found

* nearby educntiortl gartene. Develops in garden layout,

architecture, on the other hart, found their way in -«ny botanic g“rtenn

a lesser extent, in a number of nurseries.
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I an raising these points in order to bring forward that, though the
reconstruction and maintenance of each of these garden types Hast its special
problems, there are so many common problems and aspects involved that it will

frequently be a one-sided approach if we restrict our considerations to only

one of the three main types which I just listed-

These three types of gardens have other aspects in common of which I may

mention the two which seem most important to me:

1) Amongst men-made establishments in the natural history field, gardens
do, or at least can, have a considerable emotional impact and
influence, an influence frequently enhanced by the flora dendrologxca
.<hen present. Those of you, who are primarily landscape architects,
will have undergone an influence, difficult to bring under words, from
visiting or working in the classic “arks of the Continent, the British
Isles, and perhaps also in the Par East or in other parts of the world.
Speaking as a botanist, who often entered the domain of horticulture,

I can only say that a good part of my career was shaped by working in
such gardens as the Hortus Bogoriensis (the former's Lands Planten-
tuin in Java), the Gardens at Kew, Harvard’s Arnold Arboretum, the
Los Angeles State -nd County Arboretum (of which I was organizing
director) and, later, of the Fairchild Tropical Garden in Florida and
Linnean Garden at Uppsala. Needless to say, many other garden types,
from the plantation gardens in Georgia, to those at Williamsburg, and
such continental gardens as those established in, or reflecting, the
Romantic period, were also of much stimulation.

2) Then, a properly developed garden, an establishment of the 'Total Garden*
type, regardless whether it is an estate garden, a botanical garden
or an arboretum, remains one of the few places on earth where those
engaged in the study and cultivation of both humanistic and scientific

; may still meet, and should be made to meet. CLIFFORD HARRISON

expressed it with better words than I can find:

More than a pleasance is a garden-plot;

No playground merely, nor sequestered grove;
Gardens have been, since man’s primeval lot,

The scene of thoughts on which the ages move
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It was with these lines that I concluded an address before the American

Associatinn of Park Executives in Boston, as long ago as October 1948.

In this talk I also pointed out that Botanical Gardens, i.e., gardens in

which plants are grown for educational or experimental, rather than for

ornamental or utilitarian purposes, are almost as old as human culture. With

astronomical observation posts, they belong to the oldest scientific institu-

tions. They often pioneered in the introduction of economic and ornamental

plants and played thereby a leading role in the cultural history of mankind.
For centuries they were the centres of botanical and much other biological

research, thereby playing an important role in the history of the life and

other biomedical sciences.

The study of the gardens of previous generations is not only interesting

and stimulating, but useful for many purposes. In the first place, we cannot

understand today's botanical gardens and arboretums well, just as we cannot

really understand any subject of pure or applied biology, unless we mahe

ourselves familiar with its development through the ages. To appreciate a

modern botanical garden and to evaluate its future possibilities, we have to

know about its histoiy, about the life and vorh of those who were concerned

with it before our time, about the history and use of the land before the

establishment of the garden in question end, last not least, about the origin

and history of the plants grown in the garden.

ill this is not as easy as it sounds, we do not want to collect some odds

and ends, some amusing anecdotes;

we are scientists, net antiguaria”, and we

want to obtain an accurate and somewhat continuous picture of the development of

the gardens of the world generally, and perhaps of our own garden in particular.

Bow, the history of any scientific subject, in our case the history of gardens,

is not just a combination of history, on the one hand, and of science, in this

case botany and horticulture, on the other hand. Instead of dealing by direct

observation with plants (living or dead) or plant formations
man-made) ,

(natural or

as we botanists are! horticulturists are accustomed to do, we have to

deal with what the historian calls documents: books and other printed accounts

manuscripts, prints, paintings, drawings, maps, letters, diaries, not. books and

other papers. These tell us, indirectly, about the gardens, their plants, and

their workers of the part, ill this means that we have to follow the approach

the humanist rather tlum that of the life scientist. This was not so difficul

fifty years ago, whrt »rt of those concerned with a garden had bean t. abatin

School and had been trained in the humanities. Today, we often have to make

ourselves first acuamted with the mrthod of the history of science a*L with

"historical critici»", which crtls for other methods and techniques than ttoee

t,11,«d in biological and horticulture research. -~ '#**>*/ 1~fully '

EOHIER 4 Mr. HENIGEB prepared for you, may well be single ou as

me-fc with these demands*



Now, you will say this is all very nice and I understand that I can get a
somewhat broader view of whichever gardens may interest me, by studying their
history- Is it, however, really worth-while to dig up all these old data? Hill
my effort be of any real use? The answer is yes, emphatically yes!

In the first place, those in charge of gardens, of whatever type, will
find it useful to emphasize their history, to preserve their historical land-
marks, and to show the visitors something of the history and development of
botany and horticulture generally-‘ Experience has also shown that these
activities, often in cooperation with a local historical society, may attract new
collaborators, as well as foundation members and funds which would not have been
available otherwise. It will also prove stimulating to many of the academic as

well as the non-academic members of the staff of any botanic or other garden.

Moreover, the majority of today*s gardens look quite different from those of
previous generations. Every large garden, I believe, will find it worth while
to include amongst its special gardens one or more reconstructions of gardens
as they existed, and perhaps still exist, elsewhere (for the reconstruction of
typical foreign gardens, assistance can often be obtained from regional or national
societies or citizens of foreign origin). The cost of the reconstruction and
upkeep of historical gardens is high, often one will need extra funds and will
have to interest sources which did not contribute hiterto to one's garden budget
to make them possible.

More important still, gardens, particularly botanic gardens, with their long
history, often tend to become reliquiae of former centuries rather than living,
contemporary institutions. Throu”i the lack of vision of those in charge or
through their preoccupation with their personal projects, they often become,
particularly on the Continent, stationary depositories of statuesque trees,
half empty beds continued from a former generation, rusty, uninspiring greenhouses,
etc. Yet, botanical gardens are living institutions, we must see them as links
in a chain. How shall we know, unless we are geniuses (and geniuses split atoms,
they do not work in or near botanical, gardens), how the next links have to be

moulded unless we are familiar with previous 1links?

Let us now go back to our gardens and plants and let us briefly consider the
development of gardens. I do not say the development of botanical gardens, for it
is often both difficult senseless to distinguish botanical gardens from other
gardens. In the 17th century, the professores considered their
horti medici mainly as scientific gardens. Here, the professor of botany, at the
same time a professor of medicine, anatomy or pharmacy, and by training a physician,

showed his students the plants listed in their Pharmacopoeia. Other plants were
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.cexunes 8I'O», «cstljr plants frs. sSro»l snsh ss unusual bulbous plants

but more rarely wild plants from nearby woods and meadows.

At that sums tine, the sore substantial sercbants established beautiful gardens

where the seeds end bulbs brought ho»e by their captains from faraway countries
were given a trial, gardens which played an «orient role in plant introduction and

which ( though, there are uote*“thy exceptions of the Padua and Uyden hortus

academicus type), fascinate us today often sore then the riaridini del sesplici.

ttese considerations bring us to the following conclusions, i.s., as to the
desirability of reconstructing and/or maintaining gardens of the past:

1) It is quite worth while to study the history of our own botanical as well as

other gardens of the past,
2) this study will reward us with new and useful ideas about historic landnarlcs

which may be emphasised and reconstructions which will profit all concerned
and,

3) above all, it will give us new ideas about the future of our own garden,
in the case of botanical gardens, e.g., about new relations between the
living plants, the herbarium, the books, research, education and

extension work (also along humanistic lines).

a number of interesting questions as to the why and wherefore, as well as the
further possibilities of the reconstruction and maintenance of historic gardens have

now been raised and touched upon.
It will be obvious that foremost amongst the scientific bases of historical

garden reconstruction are:
a) the history of garden design, garden types 4 landscape architecture in

eneral, . .o . . :

b) thg history and proper identification of the plants (species & cultivars)
grown in former periods,

c) the history of plant cultivation (incl. of the tools once used),

d) the history of garden structures (incl. of their purpose in the past).

.n this belongs to the domain of horticulture (I should emphasis, that
I am using the term in the broad Anglo-Saxon sense of the word) and also as
contemporary horticultural science is involved in the reconstruction and maintenance
of historic gardens, T should cow like to pursue the scope of horticulture (wi

some special reference to those aspects of concern to us, but yet over a ra er

broad spectrum) with you.
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Of horticulture, we may well say with JOHN GEBARLE that it is the most

delightful of all the pure am applied life sciences. As he wrote in his Heroall

1597): +
( ) "Porthennore, the necessary use of those fruits of the earth doth

plainly appeare by the great charge and care of almost all men

in planting & maintaining of gardens, not as ornaments onely, but

as a necessary provision also to their houses. And here beside

the fruit, to speak againe in a word of delight, gardens,

especialy such as your Honor hath, furnished with many rare Simples,

do singularly delight, when in them a man doth behold a flourishing

shew of Summer beauties in the midst of Winters force, and a goodly

spring of flours, when abroad a leafe is not to be seene.

In some previous writings, I referred to medicine and medical history as navmg

a 'hinioueness in science and culture, as well as in their history , and to

contemporary horticulture as well as horticultural history, as being the orimae

deliciae of all of the pure and applied life sciences, as well as their humanistic

backgrounds.
The horticulturist sensu latiori (though this may not be exactly following the
norms according to which the average continental horticulturist formulates his

activities) is, I always feel, confronted with a broader spectrum of "main and

mixed colours" of our scientia amabilis than workers in any of the other pure and

applied plairt sciences*

Tn utilizing the flora hortensis. his encounters with ornamentals and other

plants grown commercially, including vegetables and herbs, as well as shrubs and

trees, may bring him to studies ranging from various land-man relationships ana

their history to the general and special history of domesticated plants (recently

greatly furthered by such diverse approaches as those of cytotaxonomy and bio-

archaeology), and medicinal plants with their special problems and own historiography

Brief mention should also be made here of the possibilities of breeding currently

extinct cultivars.

A great variety of products of vegetable origin - as far as belonging

within the compass of horticulture - may well fascinate him by the blend of

technological, economic, and frequently also cultural historical aspects involved,

such as, e.g., food products (incl. those to be derived from forgotten or no longer

conventional sources), vegetable fats and oils, vegetable dyes (no longer of much

importance in the Western World and N. America, but of a tremendous biohistorical

importance by touching upon a vast variety of subjects!), spices and other aromatica.



textile plants and tdeir fibres, certain plants (other than for wood pulp) still

used in paper mafcuxg, and - last not least - of wood with its many-sided facets

and intriguing history, including the influence of wood on world affairs, toaay

and in the past:
engineering - In the pent, today end in the future -

in equally
of ouch concern to hi., fro.

greenhoueen to the tooln of hid trade, end the gradual

mechanization and future industrialization nf much plant production.

In his scientific pursuits, i.e., with reference to organized knoviledse in

o—— - with his profession, the horticulturist mey become ihvolved in the pure

and applied plant sciences, from taxonomy to phytopathology, from olericulture to

dendrology, etc. Via problems of pest control he .ill come to economic entomology

or the larger issues involved as studied by applied oedological zoology.

naeare' and special rardeh sciehce. in its manifold aspoots, including, on the

one hand, the principles and historical backgrounds of landscape architecture (of

.hzch further mention «1l1l still he made later) and, on the other hand, the oultura
and social impact «hich gardens - from national arboretums to local rosariums and

from schoolgardens to par%s - may exercise, %Eii 8%%83 be of much concern to him.
Last sot least, he is being involved increasingly is certain aspects of

~ . .rwan relatiohshia ( the social and economic aspects of horticulture and its

subject matter) from environmental biology to»ards freedom fro. Want- (including the

consequences of the contemporary "Ireen fievolotion: ‘'), from governmental regulations

and legislation towards the management of horticultural surpluses and technical

assistance in this field. Special problems are still being offered, in this
connection, by counseling end guiding those desiring to devote eome of their ever-
increasing leisure time to various types of home gardening.

Horticulture, in addition, and this is of special importance from our point of

vie. involves a variety of ether relations between gardening sensu lotion, and

——vnad Even if he is not inclined to pursue historical and ether hnman.stto wvalues

........ Otic .ith the subject —-tier of his profession, for their own sake, the

horticulturist frequently becomes involved in some of these. He mey turn to

asoeots (the mooning, origin, etc.

of both vernacular and Latin
PlTt names - “ich often will thro,

light on the history of the relevant plant

taxa - and the jargon of horticulture, both scientific, vernacular, and mm various

dialects).
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He may also turn to the literary aspects (such as that genre of Georgia
poetry known as the Netherlands "Hofdichten:: and the "horticultural essays':, two
occasionally overlapping literary genres, from VIRGIL to KARR, and from JOHN
EVELYN to GQORGE SITWELL) .

Then, he may become fascinated by the art historical aspects (e.g., landscape
painting or Netherlands still-life painting as a source for our knowledge of early

varieties, or Eastern and Western floral arrangement and related art.)
Phvto-folklore (in which ancient horticultural practices and lore survive,
often throwing light on present-day customs which otherwise we would not properly
understand) may lead him to phytosymbolism (in which garden plants of all kinds,
including trees, and horticultural practices played a considerable role since
antiquity, a role which often will elucidate such important early aspects of
interest to us as the garden flora in magic, in astrology, in the doctrine of thn
four signatures, etc.). Of special interest in this connection are the emblem books

(cf. ,e.g., the various horticultural practices utilized symbolically in several of

JACOB CATS' works, and the trees utilized in the first of all emblemata, those of

ALCIATUS, to give only a few examples).

The historiography of lanscape architecture, it may still be pointed out in
this connection, is currently undergoing a minor revolution as emblematic and related
considerations appear to have played a much larger role than formerly understood.
Interesting a problem as this may be, the horticulturist does not have to pursue it
to find an interest, an absorbing interest, in gardens of the past and the broad
spectrum of implications they offer us (as discussed throughout this paper).

Even such a seemingly minor subject as the history of commercial nurseries (and

their catalogues, etc.) soon turns out to have a variety of fascinating aspects.

Essential are often also excursions in the history of the lefe sciences, from

the history of plant physiology (e.g., with reference to "agricultural chemistry ,

the forcing of plants, etc.) to biography of plant scientists, and from various

types of bibliography to horticultural and related travel 1literature (a most important

source for us, from HERODOTUS to PARRER and FAIRCHILD, incl. such governmental

reports as those from FRANK hEYER to P.G. MEYER).

Jtuch more could be said to prove my thesis that horticulture - "5u les fleurs
et les fruits font la musique" and where gardens are one of the few types of
contemporary institutions where the arts and sciences still may meet - is the most
delightful of all life and related sciences (followed probably by ornithology) .
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I should now -like to conclude, in a somewhat different vein, by stressing the

~iwal influence which a garden, ornamental or academic, historic or contemporary,

may have by two brief biographical excursions.

From several appropriate examples I selected the BE C”DOLLS family Geneva

and America's CHARLES SPRAGUE SARGENT. LINNAEUS, as I pointed out in my Cui bono?

(1970) would also be an intriguing case history.

I wish also that I could say
something about EDOUARD MOREEN,

the inspired founder of the International Horticultura

Congresses and long-time editor of La Belgique Horticole.

{ugustin Pyramus de CANDOLLE (177&-1841), the founder and first director of

the Geneva Botanic Garden, his son and second director of the Geneva Botanic Garden,

Alphonse L. P{ P. de CANDOLLE (1806-1893), the latter's son,

A. Casimxr P. ue
CANDOLLE (1836-1918), and Casimir's son,

R.E. Augustin de CANDOLLE (i86i{M926), again

we remember mainly as the founders of the famous Candolle Herbarium and Library (for

four generations located at their family residence at the Cour St. Pierre) and their

manifold taxonomic publications, such as their Prodromus (1824-1873) and

frionographiae (187&-1893). Ihe four Candolles, particularly A. P.
Candolle, however,

and Alphonse de
were not only systemic and general botanists, but also botanical

humanists of unique standing, greatly infUenced by the Geneva Botanic and various

other gardens.

A. P. de CANDOLLE, one of the last of the universal plant scientists, in
addition to an almost unbelievable amount of major systematic publications, enriched

us with writings on such diversified subjects as agricultural and botanical

geography, botanical and agricultural travel observations in Prance, the methodology

of general and systematic botany, the organization and administration of botanic

gardens, instructions for botanical collector-travellers and historical accounts of

botanic gardens,* in general, and of those of Genfeve and Montpellier in

particular. He also wrote several text books on plant morphology, on plant

physiology, on the art of plant description, on systematic botany, etc., much

biography (not only botanical), a variety of surveys of "recent developments" and

many critical, extensive book reviews. Regardless whether dealing with the

Cactaceae and other succulents, or with medicinal plants, with the genus Brassica,

with local dendrology, pomology and viticulture,

gardens, etc,

with rare plants from the Geneva

his publications are apt to include a great variety of bxohxstorxcal
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<< Souvenirs -ere pubUsied by his son Alphonse (1862) -bile his
— I- -

ihe publication of his account of the

HerbariuB 0904) . 01 his hitherto unpublished

0812-,836) .
«IT Is. Hollande (1799), rfoBOTces de Paris ~ A
—_ r.n.e dn Leman (1814), Flore Ae troubadours (»ith Eaynouard), «u” >
material for a variety of botanical dictionaries

(p.p. -ith horitsi). and a Heoueil

tl1p~ 'de CUtDObLE, in addition to his taronomio interests, -as much conoerned

,,th the biohistorically so intriguinS problems of plants in the process of

and -rote ertensively. often in a pioneering manner, on plant
distribution (1855 =

Oeofraphie Botaniioe Raisonnee, ' ?al—" -~

1 . 0f the Candolle famil
ggogomlc stgtistics, lansuaee and soience, the genealogy € 4

etc We also o-e him many papers on local or national civic affairs

(m -hi
biopolitical elements «re not failing),

review essays (in -bach additions

data from
his rich library -ere often incorporated),

biogra”“oal accounts, and a classic

history of science (1873; Histoire des Sciences et des Savants depuis .eur

Si Seles ...)

Of special interest fro. our point of vie. is America.s Charles Sprats SAdahdT,

the founder and first director of the Arnold Arboretum. Ameriea's greatest garden

Z” = hardly, as some may thinh, a one-sided dendrologist or Crataegus hunter
de Wc-s naxoiy,

, «dendrolofcical Osier". This may
but one of the CT ~Uax -ith medical humanism. Tet, yust
xr,; — — =~ ;'""7"puvuxxrl , as eipressed in his biblio”®1" it -. start.
' stiC

boiaaico-humaais-tic movement. He only d
himself and, being introvert rather than extrovert, he did not inspire botanlcal

I ta scattered throughout the U.S.A.
humanists, scatt «a

Of the fe. exceptions,

and abroad, to continue m his s eps.

STUART OAQER, of the Brooklyn
-e may mention the Into Hr. STUAS8I

Botanic Garden, -ell bno» t" dome of you for his historical garden reco

of limited site and acope, in the frame-orb of a larger garden.

Osier, the extrovert pioneer medical biohistorian, had the support of many
Is benefactors, and others too numerous to mention. Sargent,
colleagues, pup relied too much, exclus:.vely, on
introvert pioneer botanical biohietonan, perhaps relxad = = —-——————- (of

the support of such benefactors as Charles dames Spragu ,

his son Francis Shinn» ‘- (of Dedham), Mrs. Sarah Choate Sears, etc.
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While Osier left us the Bibliotheca Osleriana, Sargent left not lesser a

monuments, the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University,
of which,

the future possibilities

also if seen as an experiment in applied biohistory, have been enhanced

by its recent reorganization and partial transfer to Cambridge, Mass.

Much of this may sound rather academic to many of you, and some of you may feel

that all this would sound much more appropriate if said at some ceremony on the

grounds of, e.g., the Henry L. Huntington Library and Art Gallery (a humanistic

research establishment in California surrounded by a mainly ornamental garden). Yet,

this is not the case, for the modern arboretum or botanic garden, if properly

balanced as a 'Total Garden', as pointed out before, remains one of the very few

A 1

fine arxs« ms”“ox-.y ~
intensively.

I strongly feel that a proper umersteKiing of our biohietonoal

ideology, briefly outlined throupiiout this address,

oua make this something exciting,
something profitable

(also from the point of vies of the arboretum in community life),

and something unique in the world of science. With the necessarily, ever-increasing

specialism in science, there exist today hardly any other modem scientific

institutions which can be truly developed as "experiments in applied biohistory"!

These ideas are hardly are hardly novel. Though many directors of contemporary

botanic gardens and arberetnms see their task mainly in purely natural science

terns (with some emphasis on their role in community life thrown in for good

measure - a good manager has to be public relations conscious), the great directors

of botanic gardens of the past have never seen their task exolnsiveiy in terms of

botany, horticulture, dendrology, etc.

The broad spectrum of their activities also makes it clear:

1)

that garden history is primarily a sector of a variety of humanistic

endeavours Which I briefly summarized while dealing with the 'scientia

amabilis hortensis' -

2) that this variety of humanistic endeavours brings us to a comprehensive

garden concept, a 'Total Garden' concept in which, on a small or large
scale, elements from the past,

3) that,

present and future are represented.

though for historical garden reconstruction and maintenance, garden

history is an essential tool, it is a tool to be considered and

utilized properly within the complex of humanistic endeavours referred

to above.
4) that, .bile for eobolarly or other reamnn -e cm differentiate between

a great —my g”~en types, both of the peet and praaeut (a. LIHIUHJS
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attempted, e.g., in his Bihliotheca Bo-fcanica, and as Mr. HENIGER will

endeavour to do in his forthcoming thesis), it is the essence of the

"Total Garden* ideology that the boundaries between sundry garden
types are primarily not very relevant as these boundaries will be

passed, bypassed and transcended continuously ( secondarily, on the

other hand, the scholarly analysis of specific garden types will

obviously be of considerable importance in conducting an establishment

of the ’'Total Garden* type).

It seems fitting now to terminate this biographical case history with some

excerpts from Sargent’s foreword to the first volume of the Arnold Arboretum

T.ihrarv Catalogue. The words and thoughts have a New England simplicity, they

lack Oslerian force and persuasion; yet, the whole philosophy of what I once

called "the Modern Arboretum", i.e., a"Total Garden",

not only of botanical and dendrological,

a garden seen as a centre

but also of cultural and biohistorical

synthesis, is beautifully expressed:

"Particular attention has been paid to books relating to dendrology,

general descriptive botany, the cultivation of trees, the works of

travelers in which appear descriptions of trees and of general

features of vegetation, and in obtaining complete sets of the perio-

dicals in all languages relating to botany, forestry, and allied

subjects... books relating to the history and cultivation

of trees

and shrubs valued for special products, like tea, coffee, cocoa,

oranges and their allies, chinchona, olives, the mulberry and its

relation to the manufacture of silk, and others... it seemed desirable

that the library of an institution like the Arnold Arboretum should

contain all books in any way relating to woody plants... many books

relating to forestry, especially those descriptive of the early
efforts at forest management in this country and Europe,

in the library,

will be found
although the Arboretum is a museum for the study and

display of trees and shrubs and not a school of forestry ...".

>» (-] >»
Ladies & Gentlemen. - This morning, I tried to raise some points either of
relevance to those concerned with the study (and particularly also of the

implications) of gardens of the past or/and their reconstruction and maintenance

and to make clear that these two endeavours, though closely related, are not

identical.
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AHN LEIGHTON recently formulated this most appropriately with the following

words, with which I may now conclude:

«the gardens of any period in history are its most intimate spin

!
as immediate as its breath,

and as transient. Yet, unlike all else

about a particular time, they are capable of being recaptured and

recreated today, in essence and in fact.-
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Por the historic gardens and parks of the Netherlands, the danger-

signal is alififai;

Part X

It was with some hesitation that I accepted your Chairman's invitation
to tell you about the dangers which threaten the historic parks and the
remains of historic gardens in the Netherlands. There were two reasons
for this. In the first place, I am neither a landscape-nor a garden-
architect but a lawyer; I live in a castle and do my best, as secretary—
general of the Castellum Nostrum Foundation - of which I shall be
speaking later - to look after the interests of the private owners of
historic estates in dealings with the authorities. Secondly, there was
the realization that I would be addressing a group of important experts
from countries abroad where historic gardens are held in esteem and have
had an important part to play, whereas in this country they have
unfortunately been relatively little appreciated and have assumed lesser

importance.

I have been contemplating the problem of what I should actually talk to
you about, and have decided that it will be best for me to tell you of
the political and social background against which you must view our
castles, historic gardens and parks. Unfortunately, as far as the
gardens are concerned, you will perhaps see little, and here I must

you to have recourse to your imagination-

I assume you know little or nothing of the history of this small country
and that you are unacquainted with the exceptional contribution it made

to the development of Western political democracy.

You must imagine this country in the late Middle Ages as an
agglomeration of earldoms, dukedoms, and so on, whose links with the
ruler of the Holy Roman Qnpire were little more them symbolic. In these
earldoms and dukedoms cities sprang up which maintained special relations
with the local sovereign power; and here we can trace the origins of
modern democratic legislation. Gradually a structure arose in which
power came to rest with two large groups, the democratic corporations

in the cities and the feudal lords on the land, both of them linked to
the sovereign power.
Gradually the sovereign authority ceased to be shared out among

so many and became centralized in the hands of the Dukes of Burgundy,

who established themselves in Brussels. The greatest - and also the
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last - of the great Burgundy princes, was Charles V, ruler of the seventeen
provinces of the United Netherlands, Holy Roman Enperor and King of Spain- He

left the Netherlands to his son, Philip II, and his abdication heralded the

coming of a major revolution-

What, exactly, was at stake? To this very day historians have remained
divided on the question of whether the motives prompting the revolution were
primary religious or political- It is not for re to pass judgment and
fortunately this is not, in fact, necessary, since everyone agrees that both
factors were influential. However important or otherwise the religious factors
may have been, you all certainly know that the Burgundians and the Hapsburgs
who succeeded them in the Netherlands chose the side of Roman Catholicism in
the face of rising Protestantism; I shall therefore confine myself to an
explanation of the political motives, since these are directly instrumental to
a proper understanding of what you will be seeing on your excursions in this
country.

I mentioned in passing that already in the Middle Ages the feudal lords had

been up against the important concentrations of power represented by the towns.
These towns did not derive their importance in the first place from the number

of their inhabitants, but from the trade and industry which blossomed in them

and the consequent very considerable dependence of the princes on the townspeople
as a source of taxable activity. By the end of the Middle Ages a situation had
thus arisen in which the power of the towns was so great that they could,
practically speaking, extort written constitutions from the jukes of Burgundy
through their representatives on the States of the provinces, since they were
represented on these side by side with the nobility which - together with the

clergy - was to continue to rule the country until the Reformation.

Each new overlord, when he acceded to his title, was obliged solemnly to accept
such constitutions and to pledge himself to observe them. I may mention, as an
illustration, the "Great Privilege" granted by «aiy, Duchess of Burgundy, on
Uth March, 1476, to Holland, Zeeland and Friesland, which to a large extent
resembled the charters granted, for example, to Brabant and Flanders, the
following provisions being common to all of them:

1. To avoid undesirable dynastic complications, the overlord may not contract

a marriage without the consent of the State.

2. Only local inhabitants may enter the public service (a very important

provision at a time when the Hapsburgs were frequently calling on foreigners

to hold high office.
3. The State may assemble as often as, and where, it pleases (hence without the

consent of the overlord).
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4+ The overlord may not levy customs dues without the consent of the State.

5. The overlord may not wage war without the consent of the State.
No Dutchman may be forced to enter military service beyond the country's
frontiers.

7» The overlord may make no decision contrary to the special privileges of the
towns.

8. The overlord may mint no coinage without the consent of the State.

9. The overlord is not entitled to intervene in the town's finances or to
inspect them.

10. Taxes may be raised only with the consent of the State.

11. No man may be declared to be expropriated except following a legal decision
of justice, the right to judge such cases being entrusted to an independent

lawyer.

The Great Privilige of Maria of Burgundy is, I would repeat, mentioned here
merely in that it illustrates an important phase in the process which led to a
manner of democratic legal order manifestly countering any form of absolute

power on the part of the nobility.

It was precisely with this state of things that the Hapsburgs - and particularly
Philip II - came into collision. The tragic element in the story lies in the fact
that the Hapsburgs, in their political thinking, were in several respects in
advance of their time. The Hapsburg rulers had neither time nor inclination to
wait until the multiplicity of towns and of estates could develop into

democratic units to be subsequently merged into a unified state. They were

intent - ATij in this they were prompted by their legal advisers - on forcing the

transition to a unified state and no longer depending on the approval of the

citizens.

They started by infringing on the constitutions and so came up against the old
privileges - both those of the towns and those of the greater and lesser
nobility which ruled the land. There thus arose the heroic and famous conflict
which nominally lasted eighty years - from 1568 to 1648 - before being finally
brought to an end by the Treaty of Munster. At this juncture the northern
provinces, which approximately comprised the territory of the present Kingdom
of the Netherlands, became, once and for all, a sovereign republic. The reason
- and this is a factor important to remember during your visits - was our
ancestors' deep-rooted dislike of the nobility and its sway, which led them

to decide, after mush hesitation, not to invest sovereignty in the House of
Orange (which so honourably and effectively led the revolution against the

House of Hapsburg), but to let it rest with the States. The members of the
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House of Orange tous became the most important Civil Servants — the stadtholders -
Sovereignty, in the Hepublic of the United Netherlands, remained vested in the
towns, gqr)n the latter therefore exerted the dominant role, so that there never

developed an aristocracy around a powerful and great ruler.

It was the civic leaders of the towns, and not the nobility, who set the tone
and owned the money. The old republic of the United Netherlands was a republic
of wealthy burghers, with a few aristocratic and monarchical elements.
Naturally, the stadtholders tried again and again to strengthen the

monarchical element, but they did not succeed in doing so.

When William III, the greatest of the Orange leaders, made it his life's
purpose to put an end once and for all to Bourbon absolutism - and especially
to that of Louis XIV - he found that, in order finally to defeat his opponent,
he would need to unite the weak and loosely-knit power of the Republic with the
far greater and more highly centralised power of the Kingdom of England. The
incidental fact that he was half Stuart and married to a pretender to the
English throne enabled him to occupy that throne together with his wife and so

to unite and the Netherlands for the gigantic struggle against the

Bourbons.

Anri what do we now find happening in Holland? The King—Stadtholder William IIT,
who has now raised himself far above the rank of a mere servant of the States,

assumes a monarchical attitude in his own country as well. He surrouds himself
with members of the old nobility of Gelderland, on which he showers favours in

a typically monarchical fashion — partly at the expense of the British Treasury

It is to these circumstances that we owe the emergence of a number of great
historic houses, which in the normal republican society of the Netherlands would
never have come into existence; moreover, William had a royal residence built

for himself, the purpose of which was to serve as a home worthy of the leading
opponent of Louis XXV.

When You see the Het Loo Palace you must bear this in mind, and you must also
remember that the palace on the dam in .jnsterdam - probably the most important
historic building in Holland - was built not as a palace but as a town hall for
what was then the most important city in Europe, and that it was turned into a

palace only when one of Napoleon's brothers was puppet king of the Netherlands.

I may conclude this "bird's eye view" of Butch history, by adding that, on the
death of the Stadtholder-King, the country's career as a world power came to
an end, partly as a result of the total exhaustion engendered by struggle

against Louis XIV, but also as a consequence of international political

developments in general.
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Tite eighteenth century, though it brought this country a great many cultural
achievements, was not of interest from a political point of view: The later
stadtholders were insignificant figures, and during the French Revolution the
Republic broke up somewhat ingloriously, mainly, it may be said, owing to its

inability to modernize its now antiquated public institutions.

The Kingdom of the Netherlands was, as You know, founded after the Napoleonic
Wars, when the sovereignty was vested in William I, the son of the last
stadtholder. Yet it has remained in a sense a democratic republic with a king,
and the Dutch are still, fundamentally, disinclined to support a monarchical

system, though they are anxious for the Head of the State to be a member of the
House of Orange,

I believe, ladies and gentlemen, that this piece of history will have provided
a sufficient basis for an answer to the question why we may look in wvain in

this country for great palaces, parks or gardens of royal standing; they have,
indeed, never existed.

However there were, and still are, a considerable number of relatively plain
fortified dwellings - castles, if you prefer - which belonged to the nobility
and date from the Middle Ages; most of these were altered in the 17th and 18th
centuries to suit the requirements of the time, and provided with grouds and
sometimes a modest geometric garden. There also exist late I/th- and 18th-
century houses built as country residences by the wealthy townspeople and
merchants, and frequently these had fairly big formal gardens; most of these
latter have unfortunately disappeared, though they have sometimes been replaced
by interesting and important informal landscape gardens, I hope you will see

examples of these in the course of your stay in this country.

There is one aspect I still wish to dwell on, and that is an aspect of the
Dutch country estate which in my opinion is probably unique. Here I am thinking
more of the country seats of the nobility than of those of the wealthy townsmen.
What I would call your attention to is the simple and yet often interesting

way in which a geometric pattern has been given to the agricultural land around
the castle by means of ingenious divisions and by the planting of trees all
along the lanes cutting through the estate. Such patterns, though of a rustic
simplicity, confer on these "country places" a-certain architectural beauty

and dignity of landscape. Dutch architects have also succeeded in using water -
whose role in this country is so important - in a simple but ingenious fashion
to suit both agricultural and architectural requirements.

The typical formal garden is not a special feature of this country. It can be

found on a grander scale and better designed on your country estates; but

what are most typical of this country are what we call by the untranslatable
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Dutch name of';"DUitenplaats"f{ or, literally, "country places"-

Part 1II

TAIO social anii economic background of the hastoric estates of the Netherlands

In the first part of try talk I showed how the "country places" in the Netherlands

fell, roughly speaking, into two groups, i.e.

a) Those originally surrounding a medieval castle and forming part of an estate
(since castles almost always stood on lands of some good size-

b) Those which were designed to surround a I/th— or 18th—century
country house, built for pleasure, sometimes on the foundations of a castle
.destroyed or laid waste, and often forming no part of what we would call an
"estate" * Here we have the country residence and nothing more - though

sometimes a farm was purchased in addition-

This latter type is more often to be found in the western part of the country,
whereas the first-mentioned type is found rather in the east and south. There
are no clear dividing-lines, though certain trends are understandable in the
light of history-: Thus, in the west the towns with their corporations had a
prominent role in the days of the Republic, whereas in the eastern and southern

orovinces the country nobility continued for a long time to exert an influence-

It will be clear that the economy of the mere country residence will differ
totally from that of an estate. The former may be viewed to a great extent as

a large villa, whose high cost of upkeep supposes an owner drawing income from
other sources: The residence which is part and parcel of an estate should, on
the contrary, he financed out of the income from the estate, since the latter
should be treated as an agricultural enterprise and the chateau with its garden

should house the administration including the home of the owner and his family.

Even if we do not go at too great length into the financial question it will be
essential for a thorough understanding of the matter to know that, while until
the agricultural crisis of the last quarter of the 19th century such agricultural
concerns were reasonably prosperous, there was subsequently a gradual decline.
The result was that more and more frequently farms were handed over by their

original owner to a tenant-farmer, to enable the owner to concern himself
rather with forestry-

At the outset the situation was economically acceptable because rents were
at a level which enabled a reasonable profit to be made, while wood prices
were high enough to make forestry a worthwhile business‘: But after the Second
VIorld War rents became regulated by law and the government could enforce low
rents, while at the same time the tenants' children became automatically

entitled to succeed them. A situation thus emerged in which income from the



—1Q2

leasing of agricultural land had. fallen to less than of the capital invested,
while timber prices had dwindled to an unacceptably low level - Naturally these
two factors have made the running of an ancient estate an uneconomic undertaking,

obliging the owner to bear the annual deficit on upkeep"

The fiscal advantages enjoyed by estate-owners under the Nature Protection Act of
1928 are not nearly sufficient to counterbalance these drawbacks: Here it may

be of some interest to you to know what this Nature Protection Law of 1928
contains; it offers two fiscal advantages to estate-owners who have - by an act
of free choice - decided to subject their estates to the conditions involved -
For purposes of the property tax the estate is assumed to be a quarter of its
size, while the value of that quarter is assessed at roughly 80~ of its market

value - The same applies to death duties-

As I have just said, these fiscal aids, however appreciable — and I felt that
the basic nature of the law would be of interest to our English and other
West-European friends - are totally insufficient to ensure a reasonable yield

from the capital invested in such an estate-

It will further be clear that such insufficient yield figures will have a most
unfavourable effects on the maintenance of country residences, formal gardens,
parks, castles and other historic mansions‘® Landlords do not generally have
nearly enough private income at their disposal to cover such maintenance
costs, and even if it were possible to increase the yield of such estates

this would in any case take a long time-* It is true an improvement in output
could be effected if the estate-owner returned to his ancestors' way of life
and once again farmed his estate personally‘® This might prove a solution in a
few cases; but here we are up against the difficulties mentioned above in
connection with the rental problem: It is all very well to entertain a desire;
one must also be in a position to fulfil it- And if agricultural land cannot be

freed of its tenants one can scarcely set to work on it oneself -

Part III

Castellum Nostrum

I have given you an outline of the precarious position of our historic estates.

The same applies to the others as well - by which I mean those estates without

a historic house or castle-

To make clear to you the importance of all this in a country which is the most

densely-populated in the world and in which open spaces are so scarce that
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every square metre must be defended, I will now quote some figures. In the
Netherlands there are still approximately two hundred and fifty thousand
hectares (about 620,000 acres) of nature - and in "nature" I include actual
unbuilt-on land, dunes, forests and estates, in addition to grounds which are
the property either of the State or of private institutions for protection of
nature. Of this total area roughly 80.000 hectares are covered by estates,
from which it will be seen that Dutch estates occupy an enormous snount of
space compared with that occupied by open country. Hence deterioration of our

estates means very considerable damage to our natural scenery.

Uiese developments have seriously perturbed the owners of the historic estates
(those containing a castle or a historical house), and they have set up a
foundation for the improvement of their upkeep* Their principal aim is to
consolidate their interests and to act unitedly in their dealings with the
authorities. The name of this institution is "Castellum Nostrum", and almost
all the owners of historic estates have joined it. Its Council has drawn up a
programme of action which covers the most important problems facing its members.
A part of this has been implemented, and I am going to give you a few of the
points on which action has been taken.

1. Whereas for the average landowner-resident the cost of maintenance may not
be deducted from income-tax, owners of historic houses are now entitled to a
rebate in the amount concerned, and this covers the maintenance of the
outbuildings, canals,ponds, bridges, formal gardens and adjoining parks. This
provision is contained in a separate article of the Income Tax Act, and the
Council of Castellum Nostrum congratulates itself on having been able to reach

agreement on this point with the Minister of Finance.

This initial success, as you will well understand, encouraged the Council of
Castellum Nostrum to pursue its efforts.

2. The difficult problem of the insurance of historic buildings is being

duly examined and will also shortly be settled.

3. The problem of regular inspection of historical monuments by the State to
prevent their deterioration has likewise now been settled in principle. In the
five provinces where an Inspectorate of Monuments now exi&ts, subsidized by the
Ministry of Culture, Recreation and Social Work, private castle-owners will be
able to use the services of this institution in return for a small payment. The
buildings in question will be inspected twice a year, and a report submitted
both to the owner and to the Ministry of Culture, Recreation and Social Work,
while small repairs will be dealt with on the spot.

4. Likewise as a result of insistance on the part of Castellum Nostrum, the

Ministry of Culture, Recreation and Social Work is now, together with the
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Orovermneirt Forestry Administration® to draw up a list of existing formal
gardens and informal landscape parks, a majority of which are the property of
members of Castellum Nostrum, and register them for addition - should they
duly qualify — to the castles and historic mansions already on the list of
protected monuments» Unfortunately it has taken a long time in the

Netherlands - too long in some cases — to reach the conclusion that if a
garden and grouds cannot be divorced from the castle or historic mansion they
belong to, neither can the castle or mansion itself be divorced from its garden
and grounds. I must confess - and I assume this will be a matter of concern for
you - that in this field the Netherlands lag a long way behind and are falling
further and further out of step every day, and that the Dutch authorities,

who usually display a certain amount of energy in the protection of culture
and nature, have failed to respond adequately on this delicate point. I hope
there will shortly be an improvement and that the inventorying of formal
gardens and parks may be concluded in 1976.

5. As you may know, with regard to subsidies for restoration work the Dutch
authorities have adopted a reasonably liberal attitude. As a general rule the
owner of a historic monument receives an amount equal to approximately J(fy> of
those costs which are eligible to be covered by subsidies. But once the
restoration work has been completed the authorities withdraw, and the owner
must manage all by himself. In the case of ordinary residences and farms this
manner of dealing with things on the part of the authorities is understandable
and often defensible; but for the great historic mansions and castles such a
way of proceeding is not only unreasonable from the owners' point of view owing
to the enormous rise in maintenance costs, it is also - more important still —
unintelligible as a policy from the point of view of the community. When the
restoration contractor withdrawn his men, decay invariably sets in; and there
arises the paradoxical situation in which the aid' available for restoration

is wanting when it comes to annual upkeep, which is beyond the owner's own
means. Decay will set in more rapidly than before, involving fresh restoration
work, when in 60 to Ift-jo of the cases good annual maintenance would have been
enough to prevent it. It is for this reason that ny institution has approached
the Ministry of Culture, Recreation and Social Work, with which it is now

negotiating.

6. I now come to the sixth point and the one most important for the future as
far as the activities of Castellum Nostrum are concerned. This connected with
the general maintenance of the estates, including the castles, the historic
houses, the formal gardens, the parks, etc. I told you earlier on in my lecture
that the origin of the difficulties lay in the inadequacy of the yield from the

estates, and pointed out that with a different form of set-up it would be
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possible, very gradually, to achieve better results. The Council of Castelluni

Nostrum is of the opinion that we shall have to find a simple solution

ourselves. Under present sociological and economic conditions, historic estates

can scarcely be remunerative to run; but to admit this is to pronounce a death

sentence on a very important part of the country's cultural and natural

property - and this loss the country simply cannot afford. This is, indeed, the

way the estate-owners see it, and fortunately the Netherlands government holds

the same opinion.

Now there are two possible solutions: either the authorities take over the

estates, or else a system of financial and fiscal measures is instituted which

enables them to be maintained as private property. The authorities have

expressly made it clear that they would prefer for financial reasons, to have
the estates all remain private proverty, since management by themselves would

work out more expensive than management by a private owner. Moreover, the

authorities would not have the means of coping with the historic houses ana

their contents. They would find themselves with no less than a hundred museums

requiring a hundred curators, a hundred foresters, etc. A live home housing a

family and children is more attractive than an inanimate museum.
One difficulty in the Netherlands is that our houses are too small for the

English system of throwing open one part only to be feasible.

England is 10,000 visitors per year,

The norm in
which is not possible in the Netherlands.

It is possible to throw open a house there on a given day, but only to ten,

twenty or thirty people, not thousands. It should be mentioned, further, that

99.9%%6 of the estates themselves, if we omit the houses, are already open to the

public.

When the authorities declared, wvia the Secretaxy of State for Culture, Recreation

and Social Work that, for the reasons I have just explained, it was preferred

to have estates and castles retain their private status, it was of course to be

understood that the authorities and private owners must join forces and together

seek for a solution. Indeed I consider it as most important and historically

relevant for the future of such estates and for all they have to offer our
country in the sphere of culture and of natural beauty that the Secretary of

State for Culture, Recreation and Social Work, Hr. Meyer, should have set up a

Committee to this end composed of. representatives of the private estate-owners,
of his own Department, and of the State Forestry Service. The task of this
Committee will be to investigate the problems confronting the estates -
historic buildings, gardens and parks included - with a view to the drafting of

recommendations regarding their maintenance. These recommendations will no

doubt deal with the fisoal aspects of the problem. The property tax on estates

open to the public will need to be reduced to zero and a subsidy for the upkeep



of the castles, gardens and parks will need to be provided. Probably, too,
management agreements will have to be made, on the basis of which subsidies

for the management and upkeep of the estates will be provided.

I do not wish to go any further into this matter here, since the Committee's
activities are scarcely yet in their opening stage, and I hope to be having

my own contribution to make to them. But I do wish to say, Mr. Chairman, that
for the first time for years we can see a future dawning for the estates of the

Netherlands and thus also for those Dutch formal parks and gardens which are of

such great concern to

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, and in conclusion, I would like, as the Honorary Secretary
of the Castellum Nostrum Foundation, to extend my warmest welcome to you and

to all those taking part in this symposium on our country mansions, for — with
the exception of those helonging to the State - all those you will be visiting
or have already visited are the property of members of the Foundation. We have
endeavoured, with the assistance of the representative of ICOMOS Netherlands,
Baron van Asbeck, to show you average specimens of our country residences,

large and small, well-kept or neglected. I trust, Sr. Chairman, you will have
encountered the same devoted attachment to their estates on the part of all
those owners who have received you - an attachment, Mr. Chairman, which is the

guarantee that they will take proper steps to preserve their centuries-old

cultural heritage.

Thank you.

Sr. Kamerlingh-Onnes

the Netherlands
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UoTPRE Sucmittea by PBeU”"nE Pasolini, Vice president of Italia Nostra and

repx'ecentative of th.e Italian National Cotrunittee of ICOHOS

The Italia Nostra Association has been studying — and is continuing to study —

the problem of the preservation and conservation of historic gardens, anrf hag

been doing so under the following different headings:

a) Gardens as historical evidence and not merely works of art or cultural
property

b) The preservation of ancient or original species of plants

c) Ecological equilibrium

d) The "use" of gardens for public enjoyment

It has, in short, been studying the role of gardens as historic open spaces

within the Urban fabric.

I know the two subjects of this international meeting are to be the inventorying
of historic gardens in peril and the choosing of plants for ancient gardens
which are being restored. I believe these subjects are both important and urgent.
But I feel that as ICOMOS is preparing material to submit to the October 1975
conference marking the close of European Architectural Heritage Year - the
subject of which will be the protection towns — where Italy is concerned we

should, perhaps, broaden our range of vision and consider a few other points as

well.

Here we must quote the resolution adopted by the Assembly of Europa Nostra on
4th July, 1974» which incorporates and expresses the conclusions reached by
Italia Nostra after years of study:

"eee tne Assembly recommends the acceleration of regional planning the
assignment of distinct areas respectively to agriculture, forestry, new towns,

leisure and the protection of nature..."

The study of the use of land implies planning, and also involves overall
conservation through anti-pollution measures for the protection both of vege-
tation and of human life, the systematic location of industries at a long
distance from both towns and beauty spots, the regulation of traffic, town-

planning, and new legislation.

In its preparations for Eurpean Architectural Heritage Year, Italia Nostra ha”
stressed the importance of properly conserving historic towns by fully
preserving all their open spaces and historic gardens. In Italy in the last
century hundreds of gardens were sacrificed and distroyed, always for the same

reasons, namely, lack of planning, speculation in building land, indifference
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alternate opening days, school visits, botanical exhibitions to illustrate their
history, and film-shows.

Since 1969 an excellent law has been in force in Italy, the passing of which was
partly due to pressure from Italia Nostra; its title is: "Legge degli Standards
Urbanistici". This compels municipalities to determine, in their town—planning
programmes, the number of square metres of open space required per head of the
population, in accordance with the national legal norm, and so decide on the area
to be available for public gardens, school grounds, etc. The law applies to the
country as a whole and is an excellent one, but it has often been misinterpreted,
and the resultant confusion and ambiguities have been most harmful. Town-planners
have often been influenced by pressure from other quarters, and to arrive at the
quota prescribed hy law, have been obliged to include historic gardens or parts
of them, or such things as historic or archaeological sites, in their open spaces
or "standards urbanistici". In several instances gardens, paries or villas have
been cut in two or isolated from the building they were designed for and of

which they were the setting; frequently they have been split up by a road and

their whole plan damaged.

There are unfortunately tragic cases of this all over Italy (one example being
the Villa Lucelletti at Frascati).

This is one of the laws whose interpretation as regards town-planning Italia
Nostra is trying to have altered. Indeed, if historic gardens or grounds had a
special law to protect them, towns would immediately come to enjoy far larger

total areas of open spaces, comprising gardens and sports grounds alike, and

both would be far better kept.

In a word, the proper upkeep of a historic garden depends greatly on proper

townplanning, of sports facilities.

Once it had begun to make inventories of historic gardens in certain specimen
parts of Italy, Italy Nostra found itself faced with a huge problem, which was
that in Italy you cannot confine yourself to listing only the major historic
gardens

One of the principal characteristics of an ancient Italian town is its gardens
of minor importance which have still miraculously survived, both in the centre
and on the outskirts, and which from a part of its traditional design. Sometimes
the area covered by such gardens is modest in size and hidden from sight, and
part of it may still by farm land; it may have acquired historical interest
because its form is typical of its period, because of its location near a

monument, for the historical circumstances of its origin, of for botanical

reasons. Such areas are also worth
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preeervi*« for their trees and hedges, and for their lawns, which provide an

open space behind buildings. They may have originally been the green setting
of a church or been hidden within the walls of a convent and possessed a

charmingly-designed orchard, or verziere, surrounding an old well; they may

have been the grounds lying around the keep of a castle,

garden in the 18th century,

converted into a

or have been partly garden and partly orchard,

inside an ancient fortress, or the remains of an old lé6th-century vineyard

designed and laid out with exquisite taste around a Roman aristocratic

country residence. Then there are all the "Sicilian Gardens" of ~rab origin

along the slopes of Etna, laid out round small country villas and planted

with orange-and lemon-trees; their excellent scientific drainage system still

worses efficiently and there is a chaining effect as one approaches the house,

deriving from the systematic mingling of decorative plants and flowers with

the orange-trees. Some gardens in Rome are the last remaining vestiges of

great historic gardens forever destroyed by acres and acres of new buildings

(The badly decayed villa in the Piazza Vittorio Bnmanuele is the last frangment

of the famous l7th-century Villa ISontalta).
He else have me»orie5 of lovejj Italian hanging or secluded gardens in aeabord

towns (llaples, Sorrento, A»alfi>, shielded fron the sea-winds and salt aar

behind the high walls of oonvents and palaces. Their cha™ is gentle and secret,

their beantifal and enidue character deriving fron, the creepers on their

cloister oolnms, their deep wells end lovely Hajolica pavements.

I admit that here we may tend to embrace too much. However, it is the declared

ooinlon of Italia Bostra that within the framework of Architectnral Heritage

Tear we must preserve this wider aim. If we lee, the lesser perks or gardens

which have become essential as pert of the ancient fabric of onr towns, the ol

towns of Italy will lose not only their significance tart their very essence.

Per we must confess that, while present-lay society ie destroying its gardens

and open epaces an though they were a thing of the peat, that seme society

Has not yet invented its own form of open space. Our society is losing ton

with nature at a definite and regular rate, and the halance between life in

society and natural life would appear to be lost forever.
~e purpose of this meeting ie partly to draft a list of historic gardens. Sat

it will now be necessary to list historic grounds of minor as well as mayor

importance for inventorying and photographing and eubeeduent protection, complete

with whatever vegetation they may contain.
HO must consider ourselves obliged to protect such minor beauty spote in their®

entirety, end this will mean preserving, or possibly re-creatina, their o gma
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plan and design, their buildings, equipment, decoration, sculpture, irrigation

systems, ponds and fountains, and also their original vegetation.

I shall now tiy to classify some of the various possible examples under a number

of different headings. These are the headings which we are pressing the Ministry

to pass on to the regions and municipalities as a guide to what is to be 1listed

and protected.

Earlier andjnore recent gardens laid out around archaeological sites
The gardens laid out years ago «round excavated ruins are of the greatest

interest. Ue believe that in Italy our best landscapearchitects so far have

been two archaeologists, Professor Giaccomo Bom and Professor Spinazzola.

Professor Boni planned the Orti Farnesiana on the Palatine and also selected the

vegetation - cypresses, orange - and pomegranate - trees, as well as other trees

and bushes described by Pliny or Garta. he archieved similar results on Horace's

fa” in the Sabine hills, where he planted lilies and roses, either growing over

the ruins or set in regular hedges to mark the original design of the walls. At
the Danzig Congress in 1909 he stressed - the first person in the world to do so

_ the importance of landscape, especially original vegetation, as a setting for

ruins and excavations; besides being one of the world's most outstanding experts

in archaeology and practical excavation, he was a leader in his own field. As

for Professor Spinazzola, it was he who in 1911 laid out all the olive groves

below San Martino in Naples - a most wonderful combination of architecture,

ruins, landscape, olive-trees,roses and the rest, which remains an example for

future generations. The problem of landscaping and planting along the Via Appia

is a difficult one, but Italia Nostra is financing a project to level the

roadside and replant the appropriate vegetation, namely, cypresses, acanthus,

laurels and so on.

2. Medieval gardens and cloisters in convents and monasteries

.iedieval Italian towns are still full of these precious and lovely works of art,

important both as architecture and for the history of gardening and domestic

agriculture. Their principal characteristic features were apple and other fruit

trees and hedges of aromatic and medicinal plants; some of them have continued

their secluded but useful existence over the centuries. (An example is the garden

of the monasteiy of Santo Speco on the hills of Subiaco and the ancient olive-

grove below it). Kost of these gardens could be rescued and restored to form those

delightful settings we can «iaire in the backgrounds of Siennese paintings or m

frescoes painted before Giotto's day.
One of the most famous cloisters that could be restored is that of the Santi

gna-fctro Incoronati in P.ome.
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3. Renaissance gardens and "verzieri,,, or orchards, inside castle walls and
along the fortification surrounding keeps
A remarkable reconstruction job has been done bjr an architect named Cevalley on
the Manfredi Balduino Castle near Pavia‘ Italia Nostra has financed a project
for the replanning of the gardens of Belriguardo near Ferrara, and hopes to
finance the scheme for restoring the gardens of the Padula charterhouse. Some
of the fortresses or "rocche" in the provinces of Qnilia or Veneto which at
present have only a dusty courtyard could have their gardens restored or

reinstated,

4. Renaissance gardens in the courtyards of palaces
Here we think of the handsomely-shaped lawn behind the fine courtyard at the
Palazzo Farnese in Rome, which we cannot but contrast with the garden of the

Palazzo Spada in the immediate vicinity - now a car-park.

5. Small gardens and grounds behind baroque palaces

Though small in size, these provide a satisfactory visual setting for their
baroque buildings; there are large numbers of them in Bologna, Venice, Verona
and Padua, They are, as it were, a projection or continuation of the building
itself, giving an impression of depth and space, xo mutilate them; devide them

up by cross walls or hide them under new buildings is not mere vandalism; it is

also proof of a lack of culture.

6. Roman vineyards (vigne)

These used to be planted around a casino or aristocratic country residence, for
places of leisure as well as sources of income and one can still see the remains
of some of them on the outskirts of Rome. In the 16th century some of them
developed into the great parks of the residences of the nobility. One can still
see the walls which divided the garden and vigna from the open country, and one
can still admire imposing gateways which appear incongruous enough in the
vicinity of an old farmhouse. However, with patience and with the aid of archives

it should be possible to determine the plans of the original gardens (as at the

Casale Strozzi)

The Villa Troyli, once the residence of the Duke of York, used to be a
magnificent wvilla which had originally been a vigna. Italia Nostra is fighting

to save the building, nymphaeum and garden from the speculative builders.
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Olive graves srounc minor Jiarentine villas and farir.s

On -the outskirts of Florence, half hidden by walls, are still to be found olive-
trees, lemon-tree orchards, fountains and tiny Italian gardens - a testimony to the
continuity of a highly civilized society in which art, agriculture and business

were harmoniously mingled.
8. Sicilian "giardini"

Otis is the name given to the orange groves dating back to the time of the Arab

domination which still flourish on the slopes of Etna near Catania as the gardens

of picturesque 17th- and 18th-century buildings.
9. Secluded gardens in seabord towns such as Ilaoles, “"mialfi or Sorrento

i-~¢e may still admire these roof gardens or hanging gardens; they belong to many

different periods and adjoin convents as well as private houses. Kith their many
strongly-scented plants and herps and their wistaria or other climbing plants they
are a miracle of affectionate devotin to gardening in an area - for such is Southern
Italy - where scarcity of water gives flowers and fruit-trees the quality of rare

and precious things.
10. Botanical gardens in Rome. Florence, Palermo and Padua

11. Orchards and gardens behind the more modest 18th- and 19th-century padazzi of

the Italian provinces

These are often enhanced by the presence of rare and beautiful trees and that seldom-

met quality which gives the palazzi their nobility, speciousness and proportions.

They serve to provide the towns with those patches of greenery they need for Doth
aesthetic and ecological reasons. Let us for a moment imagine some of the

picturesque palazzi in the Marches or Romagna without their gardens. These would
lose their whole character, for the fine staircases or loggias at their rear call

for an open space with an avenue of trees to set them off.
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12. Open spaces behind medieval town walls

Eiese are to be found in Parrara, Verona, etc., in the form of orchards, nurseries

or gardens with picturesque sculptured walls.
13. The earliest late 19th-century public paries

These provided the first visible evidence of the new poliqy of urban planning which

followed unification of the country.

In the ’'seventies, gardens in the form of a square were planted round the monuments
of the Hisorgimento; they were filled with exotic trees ( palms, sequoias, etc. )
donated by politicians who had visited the great international exhibitions in London
Paris or Florence. Rather larger were the "Gardens of Remembrance'", generally on
hills not far outside the towns; these were well designed and full of beautiful
trees in whose shade were to be seen portrait heads or busts of the heroes of the
Wars of Independence: Still larger sometimes - five acres or more - were the big
Piazze d'Armi where military parades used to take place. One may still today, on

the outskirts of many towns in the Po Valley, admire these broad open spaces with
their double line of gorgeous plane or linden trees. Some of them have been

sacrificed in favour of swimming pools and Disneylands - which is absurd.

14 single trees and avenues which deserve to be protected as the remains of great

historic avenues.

HiVery single plan tree in the Viale Carlo III leading to the palace in Caserta
should be protected by law, as should the wonderful elms and ilexes which grace
and enhance so many of the Roman parks, and are all that are left of the once—famous

Villa fcassimo, the Villa Ludovisi, and others still.

15. We must not forget the "arts nouveaux" or "liberty" villas of the early 20th
century with the charm of their willows drooping over lakes covered with water-
lilies, their many hydrangeas, and their cypresses or oaks which are often survivals
from earlier Renaissance gardens ( These are found on the Ligurian coast, the

Lombardy lakes, etc. )

16. Fagging' gardens and terraces

Original Wang '»ng gardens dating from the 17th and later centuries are still to be

found; in character they are at once gardens and terraces. Their vegetation is of

a very special kind and largely consists of overhanging flowering creepers.
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An Example is tlie Palazzo del Orillo in Rome

Thougii I have been dealing with minor historic gardens and parks, I am not forgetting
the great ones, several of which, thou”a duly classified,

still need to be protected. Several have undergone severe mutilation and are giving
rise to enormous problems, owing to their incompleteness, lack of water, and wand

of maintenance personnel, the unsuitability of the plant grown, the need for
restoration and the lack of park-keepers and custodians. However of these gardens,
too, we shall have to draft a complete new inventory. We are hoping that a part of
the zoo at the Villa Borghese in Rome may be done away with and the area it covers
restored as a part of the park. There is also a big campaign afoot as a result of
which we are hoping to have the motor-racing track abolished at Konza. The Villa
Pamphilia, unique because it unites several kinds of gardens and parks, and severely

damaged, is to be repaired as a result of the campaign at present being carried on

by Italia Nostra.

These are only a few examples out of the hundreds of problems we are daily meeting
with or forcing to the attention of public opinion while pressing the Government,

Parliament and the kinistry to pass protective legislation.

Ttalia Nostra is also trying to encourage local associations and trusts to help the
local authorities and the Sovrintendenze ( which are the network of local offices
of the kinistry of Cultural Property ) to draft the lists of gardens to be
protected have photographs made of the gardens, cloisters, parks and so on

which I have just been mentioning before they disappear

The Association for the Defence of Culture in the South is at present, with great
skill and speed, making an inventory of historic gardens in Naples, ais big
achievement shoult serve as an outstanding example which should spur the State on

to pursue this highly important work further.
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To conclude, I express the hope tha-t:

1) Historic gardens and open spaces in historic towns which are an integral part
of the ancient urban fabric will be protected and scheduled as open spaces.

2) Each historic garden may be made the subject of a pernament exhibition comprisi

the original plans, drawings and other documents, for the use of schools and visit

in general.

3) A study will be made of a draft European code of legislation providing for tax

exemption.
4) Protection areas may be created around historic gardens
5) There will be instituted a "roll of honour" of the best preserved or restored

historic gardens, as an incitement to plublic and private authorities to follow

the example.

DESIBERIA Pasolini

ITALY
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HISTORICAL GARDEMS IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

RISKS AND EXPERIENCES

miss Gerda Gollwitzer

Why were historical gardens included so late in the protection of historic
monuments? Only in the past years the surroundings of the buildings have been
subject to ensemble-protection; in addition to the chateaux their parks are a

protected.

Bbr the preservation of gardens quite different criteria hold true than for
inanimate works of art. The aversion of some art historians to these most changeable
transient and perishable works of art is therefore well-founded. Gardens are living
monuments. They are never terminated but are subject to ever-constant change because
gf their continuous growth. For the preservation of buildings the principle is to
preserve them in their purest original form. This principle, however, holds true
only for one style of garden; the formal baroque Garden. ( We shall see an example

of that later on ).

But also in the case of formal gardens the hedges and trees have to be trimmed.
Only then can their verdant architecture be clearly featured as it is to be seen
in historic designs and engravings.

On the other hand an English picturesque garden takes many years to develop tree-
tops fully and thus to achieve the spatial effect which the desingners intended.
Fbr landscape architects who are in charge of picturesque gardens it is therefore
even more important to study sources and descriptions. But especially those plans

and books demonstrate the difficulty of representing the spatial effect of

picturesque gardens in designs.

For that reason, Christian Bauer, a well know expert in historical gardens in Munich,
has drawn up so-called "Parkwerke" for the gardens in his administration. In these
directives he describes the measures which have to be taken in the next fifty years
in these gardens based on studies of available historical documents.

i ~n
Additionally to the peril of biological ruin new dangers have arisen which the
designers of the historical gardens could not have imagined. The former princely
seats are no longer situated outside of the city boundaries but in the middle of
densely populated areas. Cities have expanded in the last two centuries beyond

the former country seats. Just take as examples Munich-Nymphenburg or Hanover-

Herrenhausen,
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the Bois de Boulogne or ike gardens of the Medici in Florence.

Prom this wholly altered environment various dangers result for historical gardens;

1) The terrain of the gardens has become costly and highly wanted building ground.

Many gardens have already fallen victim to the intensive expansion of our cities,

others have survived only as fragments.
ae recreation value ef nany gardena has diminished for reasons of noise end

pollution. It is therefore encouraging to see citizens co-operating in the

conservation of historical gardens, «hen the citizens are duly informed of

threatening dangers they sometimes succeed in averting some dangers by way of

"citizens initiatives".

2) Traffic is expanding with the city. The noise penetrates the old gardens, streets
often cut through them relentlessly. The cheap land tempts the traffic agency to
build streets through a park instead of acquiring ground in populated areas. In
order to find the best solution for everybody concerned a great deal of alertness
plus intensive discussions with the traffic planners are demanded.

3)

Whereas the palaces became museums the surrounding gardens are now the living

property of the population. Karl Hauszer sums up the impact made by historical

gardens as follows: "To get refreshment, to be able to relax in the setting of

works of art means more than merely breathing good air. In addition it always

means unconsciously absorbing a piece of culture".

The mere uhiform our cztiez grou the more the iuhehitunts ere dremu by the magtc

of the old gardens. In the euglish Garden in Bunich for instance on a nree summer

day more visitors «ere counted than in the Zoo or at a famous football match. Bus

is a very statiefying development. Ho»e«r, great problems are resulting. Those ol

gardens were not planned for such masses of visiters. Bet only their pathways are

not made for so man, walkers hut the gardens also lack the re”“ured facilities.
Hew many ikwns should he allowed to be used for sun-bathing areas and for
playgrounds without disturbing the view and impairing the quiet and rest for ZAA.

people are loeging in these old garacnsl Is it sacrilegious to establish a cafd or

a restaurant in historic gardens like, for ezample, the cafd in the orangery of the

Hanover-Herrenhensen Gardens or the restanrant in tha Boboli Gardena in Florence
Or do such facilities increase the pleasure ef a longer stay in the atmosphere o

a historical garden?
Should we fulfil the requests of the population end how much justified are such

demands for more comfort?

me administrators ef the Haasel”ilhelmshehe-Parc, for instance,

have been contesting the construction ef a restaurant because that building

detract from the view of the famous colossal statue of Hercules.
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in this siioi*t reporl: I can only give some suggestions of the extent of the problems
facing the protection of historical gardens. Those problems ICOMOS realized in time
and established the International Committee for Historical Gardens in common with
the international Federation of Landscape Archtects. This committee has now to be
active above and beyond the organisation of meetings. It should gather, evaluate
ar*d make public the experiences in preservation and restoration of historical
gardens. In the report on the symposium in fontaineblean in 1971 the main problems
are already very well formulated. It is high time now that working groups conderned
with those questions are established.

The problems are urgent and their solutions allow in many cases no delay. Buildings
in danger of falling in can be protected by scaffolds. Endangered gardens, however,
can within a few years run wild to such an extent that they are lost and cannot be

restored any more.

These are merely some ideas which should be discussed in these days. Let me finally
show you the result of the largest German garden restoration in post-war time; the
300 year—old garden of hanover—Herrenhausen.

On the left you see Herrenhausen in an eighteenth century engraving, on the right
an airphoto after the restoration in 1966-

The great Garden is the historical name of the Herrenhausen Park in Hanover. And

indeed like a great garden it is enclosed by a canal and three rows of large trees.

In 1692 when the duchy of Hanover became an electorate the "Nouveau Jardin" was
added. There is no doubt that this part garden was influenced by the new trends
-in -fche art of gardening which had originated in France; bosquets linked by diagonal
with the great fountain which is still a landmark at the centre of the garden and
smaller fountains at the crossings of the axes. The parterre is flooded by sunlight
the area of the bosquets is cool and shady.

- VN
The Duchess Sophie, wife of Duke Ernst August, was the ideal architect of this
princely seat. Until 1?14 Herrenhausen was the brillant stage of the Hanover court,
a centre of European intellectual life at that time. Scholars were attracted not
only by the Elector and his consort but by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, the well-knowi
philosopher, historian and scientist, learned in law and philology. But a sudden
change put an end to the splendour of Herrenhausen. In the summer of 1714 Electress
Sophie died suddenly while walking in her beloved garden, and a few weeks later her
son became v-ing of England as George the First. For many years Herrenhausen was
visited only for short summer holidays and so the great heyday of Herrenhausen

abruptly came to an end.

This is the reason why the Great Garden did not fall victim to the garden revolutioi
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that ruined such a lot of formal gardens in Europe. There were only a few changes
in the Great Garden; exotic trees and shrubs were planted in the nineteenth
century, the parterre de broderie was transformed into lawns, hedges and trees were
left untrimmed and grew into a picturesque site* In 1935» Herrenhansen became the
property of the city of Hanover, which did its best to preserve this great
architectural heritage. After two years of restoration the garden was opened to the
public. After a short time, however, the garden had to be restored again, this time

not because of neglect. IXiring the war bombs had destroyed the castle and devastate

large areas of the garden.

In 1966 the third centenary of Herrenhansen provided an opportunity to restore the
garden even more thorou”ily than before. Professor Karl Meyer, the landscape
architect, who was in charge of the garden, was as devoted to it as Electress Sophi
been in the seventeenth century. He began dy studying carefully all relevant
sources in the archives of Herrenhansen, the contemporary literature, the wvoluminou
correspondence of the Electress and the old plans and engravings. In 1959 a seven-

year-plan was drawn up. All aspects - buildings, planting, water works - were co-

ordinated, The governing principle was to restore the original layout of the garder
without the romantic later additions and to preserve the historical continuity.
Parterre de broderie:

The heart of the garden is the large area which was in front of the castle, called
the "Luststuck" ( - pleasureground ). Since the original plan was lost, the parterr
had to be designed anew.

In order to prevent grass from spreading into the ornamental motifs every piece of
turf was bound by metal tape. Where marble gravel was used grooves were dug in the

soil and half-filled with sand. Then the surface was spread with Italian marble

gravel.
The curving lines of the decorative patterns were planted with box ( Bums

sempervirens ).
For the flowers the railing principle was to select those species which were easies
to cultivate. Of the great variety only a few proved suitable. Alternanthera, leaf

plants with three shades of color, form the decorative patterns, thus guaranteeing

that the colors remain unaltered all summer.

Statuary:
Statues are important feature of formal gardens. They provide a visual connection

across the wide areas and enhance the festive admosphere. It was only when the
garden was redone in 1966 that restorers were bold enougi to give the figures m
the parterre the dazzling appearance they had had in the Baroque age. Colours,
permeable to air, colours that breathe, tend to make the statues eternally young,

immortal as the gods they represent.
In Europe there is much controversy about polychrome painting in historic gardens.
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The painting of sandstone statues which are today mostly copies of the originals
is similar in spirit to the exact pruning of the natural growth of lindens and
hornbeams. In the ei”“rteenth century people did not hesitate to change them to
obtain the color and shape desired.

g::C::Z; wing of the castle of Herrenhaasen is continued by a cascade, a motif of
Italian gardens. During the war the cascade was damaged to a great extent, but after
its careful restoration it looks now exactly as it did in the seventeeth century.
Hedge Architecture:

Herrenhaasen has been called the most geometrical garden of Europe. Hie impact of
the mathematician Leibniz is evident. Hie trimmed hedges symbolise the power of man
over nature. Here you see sketches for the trimming of the hedges in the pare of
Veitshochheim near Wurzburg. The same work had to be done at Herrenhaasen. When

the restauration was necessary the trees were nearly 300 years old. In order to

give a satisfactory impression the trees of the alleys were replanted and are
always clipped very carefully.

Orange garden:
Since the original plan was lost the orange garden had to be completely redesigned.

Much care was taken to get orange trees as well as terracotta tubs from Italy.
Then the chessboard beds were laid out with box and gravel of coloured marble and

the orange tubs were put on them in the strict rule of the quincunx.

There may be some difference of opinion about this new garden, for instance whether

the broad paths are quite in keeping with the overall proportions. But whatever the

reservations the garden revives something of the beauty on an eighteenth century

orange garden.

Theatre
The garden theatre lies on the central axis of the Gallery. The design is enhanced

by the central perspective leading up to the royal box. Ihe shape of the auditorium

is like an amphitheatre.
On the left there is a coloured engraving which shows the theatre in the eigiteenth

century. On the right you see it in its ruinous condition after the war.
The statues in the theatre are cast in plaster and covered with lead a few
millimetres thick, then coated with gold leaf.

Graft:
The canal, called the Graft, encloses the Herrenhausen garden like a fence,

separating the estate as a work of art from its surroundings. Two airly pavilions
in the French style provide the alleys with points de vue. During the war sedge,
bulrushes and grass had transformed the canal into a romantic wilderness. The mud

had to be cleared out and the banks trimmed again before the sprinkling waters

could return.
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Water:

In the formal garden the shimmering surface of the canal and the excitting rise
and fall of the fountains provide a lively contrast to the stiff, uniform green
architecture of the trimmed hedges. The great fountain on the main axis of the
castle was always the symbol of Herrenhausen. Here you see it on a medal, struck
in 1701. "Vis insita ducit in altum" ( = Inner strength leads to heights )— is the
proud legend it bears. The bacK of the medal shows the castle with the parterre
and in the background the waterwheel, the main item in the water system.

But nowadays electricity allow the fountain to rise 250 feet above the treetops.
It is now the important landmark that the creators of the garden intended 300
years ago, as we have seen it represented in the contemporary engravings. The
whole garden is enlivened by a network of fountains. The sound of splashing,
gurgling water accompanies the visitor everywhere.

Lifting;

Festive celebrations usually take place at night. A whole network of cables
provide the entire garden with light: The bell fountain at the centre of the

parterre is always an irresistible magnet for the visitor. Light makes the great

fountain gleam like magic.

Automation

The most expensive item in preserving the origional past of a historic garden is
labour. Therefore all the watering system, the fountains and the lighting are
regulated automatically controlled from one central point. This was an
expensive installation but in the long run it saves enormous sums which otherwise
would have been spent on labour. It seems to be a paradox that historic gardens
can only be preserved with the help of modern e<piipment» But without this in our
experience historic gardens always fall into decay because it is impossible
nowadays to pay the hi$i wages of gardeners.

In the age of Absolitism the power of princes compelled their subjects to work in
their gardens - we know the unfortunate background of these pleasure grounds. Mow
that the gardens of princes have passed into the possessions of democratic society,

modern technology serves to preserve the great heritage and keep it alive, and it

will help us to endow our great past with a future.

Gerda Gollwitzer

Federal Republic of Germany



